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FOUNDATIONS OF ASSEMBLY TRUTH 

OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATIONS 

• Legitimacy of OT Principles 

o There is consistency in fundamental concepts: “The women are to keep silent in 

the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, 

just as the Law also says” (1 Corinthians 14:34). 

o There is consistency in how we approach God: “For if those did not escape when 

they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn 

away from Him who warns from heaven. . . let us show gratitude, by which we may 

offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a 

consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:25, 28-29). 

• The First Mention of the “House of God”—Genesis 28:10-22 

o V. 12 – Communion with Heaven 

o V. 16 – The Lord’s Presence 

o V. 17 – Holy Reverence of God 

o V. 17 – Unmistakable Identity as the House of God 

o V. 17 – “Gate of Heaven” in the sense of administrating Heaven’s affairs (the gate 

was the ancient seat of commerce and government), an intermediary between 

heaven and earth. 

o V. 18-22 – Commitment expressed to God. 

o Note the simplicity of the scene: the central point was God’s presence. 

• The First Organized Dwelling-Place of God, The Tabernacle—Exodus 25:8-9—"Let them 

construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I am 

going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just 

so you shall construct it.” Note the key phrases. 

o “Let them construct” – A community act of worship, giving to God 

o “For Me” – The primary scope 

o “That I may dwell” – The primary purpose 

o “According to all that I am going to show you” – Doing all God says 

o “As the pattern” – The existence of an objective pattern 

o “Just so you shall construct it” – Doing only what God says 

• God’s Narrowmindedness in Worship 

o God hates conceited worship—Cain in Genesis 4:1-8. Cain’s problem was that he 

sacrificed to God on his own terms. This is a picture of human religion. 
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o God hates compromised worship—Pharaoh in Exodus 10. Pharaoh’s problem was 

that he allowed Israel to obey some of God’s command but not all of it; this was 

not satisfactory. Moses rightly did not compromise. Rather he persisted until Israel 

could obey God fully. 

o God hates careless worship—Uzzah in 1 Chronicles 13. God commanded that no 

man could touch the Ark of the Covenant. When Uzzah saw that the Ark, while 

being transported, was about to fall, he steadied it with his hand. Despite his sincere 

motives, his actions were still wrong; therefore, God killed him. 

o God hates convenient worship—Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12:25-33. Though God’s 

ordained place of worship was Jerusalem, Jeroboam the king set up two golden 

calves for worship, one at the north end of his empire and one at the south end. 

Thus, the people would have no need to travel to Jerusalem and worship at the 

temple and return to the jurisdiction of his nemesis. God split the altar at Bethel as 

a sign of judgment on his decision. 

o God hates counterfeit worship—Ahaz in 2 Kings 16. Against the divinely prescribed 

pattern for the altar, Ahaz saw a pagan altar and asked for a replica to be made 

for temple use. It was not a different way of worshiping the same God, but it was 

outright idolatry. 2 Chronicles 28:19 summarizes Ahaz’ reign: “For the LORD 

humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of 

restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the LORD.” 

• Therefore, the house of God in the New Testament should be characterized by simplicity 

and exactness so the presence and purpose of God is both respected and displayed fully. 

HOW GOD SPEAKS IN SCRIPTURE 

• God Speaks Sufficiently. “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

o All of Scripture is relevant, though it must be interpreted consistently. 

o Only Scripture is necessary to describe and direct our assembly pattern. 

Obedience to God will never be forfeited if we obey all of Scripture and only 

Scripture. 

• God Speaks Diversely. 

o Precepts—direct, unmistakable commands. Example: “The women are to keep 

silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject 

themselves, just as the Law also says” (1 Corinthians 14:34). 

o Principles—basic obligations that direct our decisions and behaviours. Example: 

“But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner” (1 Corinthians 

14:40). 

o Patterns—the New Testament’s positive presentation of assembly life in the first 

century. Example: “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and 

that day there were added about three thousand souls. They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:41-42). 

o Portrayals—descriptions of the assembly that affect how we approach it. Example: 

“Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 



in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple 

of God is holy, and that is what you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). 

• God Speaks Spiritually. Therefore, we cannot interpret the assembly’s pattern by man’s 

wisdom. “Which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those 

taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man 

does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he 

cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” (1 Corinthians 2:13-14). 

DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT PRESENT A POSITIVE PATTERN FOR THE ASSEMBLY? 

• Since the Old Testament contains legitimate principles of collective worship, the idea of a 

simple and exact pattern for the house of God should not be foreign to us. Nevertheless, 

the New Testament gives reinforcement to this idea. 

• Lessons from 1 Timothy, an assembly-focused letter to an elder. 

o Notice how 1 Timothy builds on itself in terms of assembly necessities. 

▪ 1:1-2:7 – The centrality of the gospel for an assembly. 

▪ 2:8-15 – The necessity of gender roles. 

▪ 3:1-16 – The necessity of godly leadership. 

▪ 4:1-16 – The necessity of Biblical preaching. 

▪ 5:1-6:2 – The necessity of due honour given in the assembly. 

▪ 6:3-21 – The danger of money-oriented thinking. 

o This is a letter presenting a positive pattern: “But in case I am delayed, I write so 

that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, 

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Timothy 

3:15). There is a way to behave in God’s house, implying there is a positive pattern. 

o This letter demands authoritative application and practice by leaders: “Prescribe 

and teach these things. . . Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so 

that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to yourself and to your 

teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both 

for yourself and for those who hear you.” (1 Timothy 4:11, 15-16). 

• Lessons from 1 Corinthians, an assembly-focused letter to an assembly. 

o 1:2 – The contents of 1 Corinthians are addressed to all assemblies: “To the church 

of God which is at Corinth. . . with all who in every place call on the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.” Its universality implies a positive pattern. 

o 3:1-4:5 – Whether a man builds on man’s wisdom or God defines his reward and 

the assembly’s holiness. God destroys men who destroy the assembly with false 

teaching because the assembly is holy. The New Testament truths (“mysteries”) are 

a stewardship to be passed on exactly. This implies a positive pattern for assembly 

life that is wholly based on godly, spiritual wisdom. 

o 11:2, 16, 23 – Paul praises the Corinthians for holding the apostolic traditions exactly; 

this is in context of procedures in public worship (v. 2). He assumes the practices of 

local churches to be universal (v. 16). His concern was to deliver exactly what he 

had received from the Lord in unadulterated simplicity (v. 23). This states explicitly 

that a positive pattern for the assembly exists. 

o 14:33a – God is not the author of confusion in assembly meetings, implying He 

desires the meetings to be done deliberately. 



o 14:33b-35 – Paul describes the practice of the silence of females as being (a) 

universal, done in all the assemblies, (b) rooted in timeless principles, (c) necessary 

for practical progress. Therefore, the New Testament pattern is neither arbitrary nor 

unhelpful. It is always purposeful and profitable.  

o 14: 37 – Paul describes his writings on public assembly order as being “the Lord’s 

commandment.” It is authoritative and non-negotiable. It is a single 

commandment, implying a positive, singular pattern.  

o 14:40 – Paul prescribes full decency and orderliness to all assembly meetings, 

implying there is behaviour fitting for assembly meetings and behaviour that is 

unfitting. There are things that are appropriate for God’s house. There is an order 

necessary for full obedience. The New Testament presents a positive pattern and 

is not opposed to order and obedience. 

• The Conclusion: A New Testament assembly is governed by simplicity and order with a 

consciousness of God’s holy presence. Therefore, it embraces all of the New Testament 

pattern and rejects all that is not of the pattern so that God’s wisdom alone is displayed. 

MUST I BE PART OF AN ASSEMBLY? 

• Yes, because certain Christian obligations (headship, collective singing, the Lord’s Supper, 

edification, leadership, etc.) cannot be fulfilled apart from commitment to a local 

assembly. 

• Yes, because it is God’s method of giving and receiving love among God’s people. “Let 

us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and 

all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:23-25). If love of the brethren 

is a primary mark of salvation, so must the local assembly be (1 John 3:14-17). 

• Yes, because it is God’s administration center for believers. “For what have I to do with 

judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?” (1 Corinthians 5:12). 

• Yes, because it is our duty to pass down a complete body of truth as a collective group. 

“But in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself 

in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the 

truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

• Yes, because it is precious to Christ, and we would dare not neglect what Christ loves. He 

is the One Who “holds the seven stars [messengers to the churches] in His right hand, the 

One who walks [with interested care and observation] among the seven golden 

lampstands.” 

• Yes, because God judged individuals based on their behaviour in the local assembly. See 

Revelation 2-3 in full. Christ assumes that individuals in their level of godliness would be 

displayed in assembly capacity. 

• Therefore, the New Testament assembly is the object of the believer’s full commitment and 

participation, near to his heart, as the context in which he serves God. In normative 

conditions, the godly believer knows no thought of neglecting full commitment to his 

assembly. 

 



WHAT AN ASSEMBLY IS 

THE CHURCH AND THE CHURCHES 

• The Church, which is Christ’s Body. Matthew 16, the first mention of the Church as being all 

believers in Christ in this age – “I will build My church.” Ephesians tells us this Church is the 

body of Christ. 

• Assemblies, which are local congregations. Matthew 18, the first mention of local churches 

in which God’s administration takes place – “Tell it to the church.” This is what we are 

concerned with understanding in this outline. 

• We must not confuse the local assembly with the larger Church of God, which is the Body 

of Christ.  

NAMES OF THE LOCAL ASSEMBLY 

• Assembly (1 Corinthians 1:2)—a definable body of people called together for a specific 

purpose. 

• The Flock (Acts 20:28)—a people marked by the care and community of Christ as the 

Great Shepherd Who rules through overseers. 

• God’s Field (1 Corinthians 3:9)—a place which God tills and prospers and desires to find 

fruit from the gospel. 

• God’s Building (1 Corinthians 3:9)—a structure of which Christ is the foundation and 

God’s wisdom the materials of building on the foundation. 

• God’s Temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)—a holy place in which God dwells and holds men 

accountable. 

• Body (1 Corinthians 12:27)—an organic system composed of multiple parts that each 

have a necessary and distinct role for a common purpose. 

• Pure Virgin (2 Corinthians 11:2)—a people marked by faithfulness to Christ. 

• House of God (1 Timothy 3:15)—a place marked by the presence and administration of 

God. 

• Pillar and Ground of the Truth (1 Timothy 3:15)—a place designed to uphold and 

communicate an unadulterated body of truth with a view to coming generations. 

• Lampstand (Revelation 1:20)—a place of testimony, first to God in worship, and 

secondarily to men in directing them to Christ. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY 

• Christ’s Name Holds the Central Place. 

o The Temple as the Place of God’s Name—1 Kings 8:29, “My name shall be there.” 

o Christ’s Name as our Basis and Sphere of Administrating Spiritual Things—Matthew 

18:20, “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in 

their midst.” 

o Christ’s Name as our Object of Worship—1 Corinthians 1:2, “… with all who in every 

place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.” 

o Christ’s Name as our Banner—1 Corinthians 1:12-13, “Now I mean this, that each 

one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ and ‘I of 



Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul?” 

• God’s Presence is Clearly Manifested. 

o Christ—“I am there in their midst” (Matthew 18:20).  

o Holy Spirit—“The Spirit of God dwells in you” (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

o God—“So he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly 

among you” (1 Corinthians 14:25). 

• Autonomy and Direct Accountability to Christ is Exercised. 

o No organized head is presented in Scripture to preside over assemblies. 

o That 1 Corinthians 12 says the assembly is body-like implies it is a self-contained 

organism that relates directly to Christ. 

o That a single assembly acts on heaven’s behalf (Matthew 18:15-20 and 1 

Corinthians 5) tells us that there is no greater organization, denomination, system, 

or convention to which it must give account. When a single assembly disciplines, 

God honours that. Therefore, the assembly must be the limit of how God expresses 

divine authority in this day. Therefore, each assembly is autonomous.  

o Revelation 1-3 presents each assembly as directly accountable to Christ. 

o Though each assembly is autonomous, there is still inter-assembly fellowship and 

unity that results from common salvation, common doctrine, and common workers 

(1 Corinthians 16:19). 

• A Distinct Fellowship Predicated not only upon Salvation and Baptism, but also Reception 

o Acts 2:41 speaks of believers being “added” after baptism to the company of 

people that continued faithfully in apostolic teaching, fellowship, the Breaking of 

Bread, and prayers. 

o Romans 16:1-2, Acts 15:22-29, and 2 Corinthians 3:1 recognize the need for letters 

of commendation that affirm the legitimacy of believers and their commitment to 

a local assembly in order that another assembly might receive them. Therefore, 

fellowship is not only based on salvation but also on specific identification with a 

permanent local assembly. 

o 1 Corinthians 5 describes an “inside” and an “outside” to the local assembly that is 

based on fellowship, not salvation. 

o 1 Corinthians 14:23 speaks of the “whole church” assembling. This must be a 

definable number with a limit, not an undefined number including all people who 

happen to be present. 

o 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 describes an apparently saved man who was an observer 

and not a part of the congregation.  

• A Place Marked by Quality and Virtue 

o Truth and Correction (1 Timothy 4; 2 Timothy 4:2-4) 

o Love (1 Corinthians 13) 

o Holiness (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 5:6-8) 

o Service (Romans 12:1-13) 

o Kindness and Hospitality (3 John 5-8) 

o Unity (1 Corinthians 1:10-17; Philippians 2:1-2) 

o Good Works (Titus 2:11-15) 

o Giving (2 Corinthians 8-9) 



WHAT AN ASSEMBLY DOES 

HOW THE FIRST ASSEMBLY STARTED – ACTS 2:41-42 

• People were saved: “So then, those who had received his word…” 

• The saved were baptized: “were baptized” 

• The baptized were added to a definable group, an assembly: “and that day there were 

added about three thousand souls.” 

• The assembly was consistent in its activities and gatherings: “They were continually 

devoting themselves…” 

• They upheld the teaching of the apostles: “to the apostles’ teaching” 

• They devoted themselves to fellowship: “and to fellowship” 

• They regularly observed the Breaking of Bread: “and to the breaking of bread” 

• They were faithful in prayers: “and to prayer.” 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY TEACHES 

• It teaches the whole body of truth. “Retain the standard of sound words which you have 

heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy 

Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:13-14) 

• It teaches regularly: “Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to 

exhortation and teaching” (1 Timothy 4:13). 

• Its teachers are faithful men who can handle the Scriptures. “Take pains with these things; 

be absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close attention to 

yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure 

salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. . . Be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling 

the word of truth” (1 Timothy 4:15-16; 2 Timothy 2:15). 

• It teaches through congregational singing: “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, 

with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY FELLOWSHIPS 

• On the Basis of Christ, Expressed in the Lord’s Supper: “Is not the cup of blessing which we 

bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the 

body of Christ? Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all 

partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). 

• Unity is a Sister Truth to Fellowship: “Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if 

there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same 

love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (Philippians 2:1-2). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY OBSERVES THE LORD’S SUPPER  

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in 

which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is 

My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way He took the cup also 



after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY PRAYS 

• Prays in Thanksgiving and Praise: “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice 

of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name” (Hebrews 13:15). 

• Prays in Request and Intercession: “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 

petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men… Therefore I want the men in 

every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension” (1 Timothy 2:1, 8). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY DISPLAYS HEADSHIP BY A HEAD COVERING 

“Now I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, just 

as I delivered them to you. But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and 

the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. Every man who has something 

on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. But every woman who has her head 

uncovered while praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the 

woman whose head is shaved” (1 Corinthians 11:2-5). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY PREACHES THE GOSPEL 

“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. You 

also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with 

the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 

in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need 

to say anything” (1 Thessalonians 1:5-8). 

A BIBLICAL ASSEMBLY DISCIPLINES SIN AND ERROR 

• The Discipline of Sin: “But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother 

if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 

swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? 

Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. 

Remove the wicked man from among yourselves” (1 Corinthians 5:11-13). 

• The Discipline of Error: “For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, 

especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting 

whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain” (Titus 

1:10-11). 

• The Restoration of the Disciplined: “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you 

who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, 

so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law 

of Christ” (Galatians 6:1-2). 

 



HOW AN ASSEMBLY FUNCTIONS 

BY STANDING IN THE GOSPEL 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 

received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I 

preached to you, unless you believed in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:1-2). 

BY ADHERING TO GENDER ROLES 

• The Principle of Headship: “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every 

man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ” (1 Corinthians 

11:3). 

• The Silence of Women in an Assembly: “The women are to keep silent in the churches; for 

they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. If 

they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper 

for a woman to speak in church” (1 Corinthians 14:34-35). 

• The Positive Contribution of Men and Women in an Assembly: “Therefore I want the men in 

every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension. Likewise, I want 

women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with 

braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as 

is proper for women making a claim to godliness. A woman must quietly receive instruction 

with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over 

a man, but to remain quiet” (1 Timothy 2:8-12). 

BY EXERISING SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. . . But to each one is given the manifestation 

of the Spirit for the common good. For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and 

all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ” (1 Corinthians 

12:4-7, 12). 

BY FOLLOWING SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP 

• The Duty of Elders: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 

with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 

• The Quality of Elders: “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach. . .” (1 Timothy 3:1-7). 

• The Duty of Followers: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over 

your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, 

for this would be unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17). 

BY STRIVING FOR UNITY 

“Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any 

fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the 

same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (Philippians 2:1-2). 



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

 To understand the local assembly, we must understand the background of God’s 

presence in the Old Testament. The first mention of “House of God” is in Genesis 28, and the scene 

is marked by fear, simplicity, and communion with heaven. The first organized dwelling-place was 

the Tabernacle, and it was marked by a definite pattern for how God must be worshipped (Exodus 

25:8-9). Similarly, a New Testament assembly is governed by simplicity (Matthew 18:20) and order 

with a consciousness of God’s holy presence (1 Corinthians 14:25, 40). Therefore, it embraces all 

the New Testament pattern and rejects all that is not of the pattern so that God’s wisdom alone is 

displayed (1 Corinthians 3:10-22). Membership in a local assembly is a necessity for the Christian 

(Hebrews 10:23-25). 

 The assembly is different from the Church which is the Body of Christ (cf. Matthew 16:18 w/ 

18:17). It is a local congregation of which individuals form a consistent part upon being received 

into the fellowship (Acts 2:41-42; 1 Corinthians 14:23-25). It is called a flock, a field, a building, a 

temple, a body, house of God, the pillar and ground of truth, and a lampstand. Ultimately, Christ’s 

name holds the central place, and His authority is given supremacy (1 Corinthians 1:2, 12-13). All 

assemblies are autonomous and accountable directly to Christ (Revelation 2-3). 

 In that God has designed assemblies to administrate God’s will (Matthew 18:18-19) and to 

worship Him (1 Corinthians 3:16-17), there are a specific set of activities in which assemblies 

engage themselves. Acts 2:42 describes four foundational activities of an assembly: (1) teaching 

of the Word of God given through the apostles, this to ensure the transmission of the Bible’s 

complete teaching, (2) fellowship and participation together in their meetings, (3) observing the 

Lord’s Supper regularly in remembrance of Him (1 Corinthians 11:17-34), (4) being diligent in both 

thankful and intercessory prayer. Because the assembly has the audience of heaven, it gives a 

visible display of headship by a head covering worn by the sisters in the gatherings (1 Corinthians 

11:2-16). An assembly also gives supremacy to teaching and preaching the gospel (1 

Thessalonians 1; 1 Corinthians 15). Because the gospel demands purity of life and accuracy of 

doctrine (1 Timothy 1:3-5), God give the assembly the responsibility to judge/discipline primary 

errors in this regard, with the view to restoration (1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1-2). 

 For an assembly to function appropriately, it must possess certain realities. The Bible 

presents a standing and unity in the gospel as being a primary factor (Philippians 1:27). Scripture 

also centralizes distinction in gender roles, with the males publicly teaching and praying and the 

females learning in silence and submission (1 Corinthians 14:34-35; 1 Timothy 2:8-15). All believers 

have a specific function that God has granted them for service in their assembly; this is called a 

spiritual gift (Romans 12:3-8). It must be exercised for the good of the collective body (1 Corinthians 

12). This is all under the oversight and leadership of qualified elders that are raised up to guard the 

flock and ensure its teaching and growth (Acts 20:17-38; 1 Timothy 3). 

 In all of this, believers must uphold the highest standard of truth (2 Timothy 2:2, 15), virtue 

(Galatians 5), and togetherness (Philippians 2:1-4) for God’s purposes to flourish in an assembly. 

Christian living should reach its peak in believers when they are together. Assemblies are places 

of truth, love, holiness, service, kindness and hospitality, good works, unity, and giving (Romans 12). 
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