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THE WORK OF CHRIST 

THE PRIMARY ISSUE THE WORK OF CHRIST ANSWERS 

• God is righteous. Sin offends God. God must punish sin. God loves sinners. 

• How does a good and righteous God forgive sinners while still bringing justice to their sin? 

• How does a holy God receive sinners without receiving their sin? 

ATONEMENT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

“‘If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer it, a male without defect; he shall 

offer it at the doorway of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. ‘He 

shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make 

atonement on his behalf. ‘He shall slay the young bull before the LORD; and Aaron’s sons the 

priests shall offer up the blood and sprinkle the blood around on the altar that is at the doorway of 

the tent of meeting.” (Leviticus 1:3-5) 

• Atonement satisfies God by putting sin out of His sight and away from the sinner so that the 

sinner, having been cleansed, may draw near to God. 

• Atonement in the Old Testament was not sufficient. It was part of God’s “passing over” of 

sins, waiting for Christ’s ultimate atonement (Romans 3:21-26). These sacrifices were 

repeated, while Christ’s was final (Hebrews 10:1-18). 

PROPITIATION 

Propitiation is the appeasement of God’s wrath through blood sacrifice. 

• 1 John 2:2—"And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 

those of the whole world.” 

• Isaiah 53:10-11—" But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would 

render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the 

good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. As a result of the anguish of His soul, He 

will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the 

many, As He will bear their iniquities.” 

• Romans 3:21-26—" But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been 

manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the 

redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His 
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blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the 

forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, 

I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of 

the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

SUBSTITUTION 

Substitution describes the nature of Christ’s sacrifice. It was not for His own sins but on behalf of 

others’ sins. He was not guilty, but He took the place of the guilty one. Therefore, when someone 

is saved, they can say, “He took my place.” 

• Isaiah 53:4-6—"Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we 

ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced 

through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-

being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone 

astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all 

To fall on Him.” 

• Romans 5:6-8—" For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone 

would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• 1 Peter 3:18—" For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 

bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.” 

RANSOM 

Ransom is the price paid for the redemption of an individual. Christ’s ransom payment was infinite. 

• 1 Timothy 2:3-6—"This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires 

all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and 

one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a 

ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.” 

• Matthew 20:28—"Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life a ransom for many.” 

THE GOSPEL 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

Gospel is a word that means “good news.” It tells man about what Christ has done and gives man 

the responsibility of responding to God’s offer of salvation. 

• The Content of the Gospel—"Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I 

preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are 

saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third 



day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve” (1 

Corinthians 15:1-5) 

o Note that the gospel must be preached and received, at which time it is the 

permanent foundation of every believer. 

o The gospel is composed of five features. 

▪ The Death of Christ: proves that God has dealt with our sins. 

▪ The Burial of Christ: proves that Christ actually died. 

▪ The Resurrection of Christ: Christ not only provided the basis for salvation, but 

He, being alive, is the Saviour with power to grant life. 

▪ The Appearance of Christ: proves the historicity of the resurrection. 

▪ The Fulfillment and Foundation of Scripture: giving the assurance of God’s 

Word, assuming the necessity of believing God’s testimony about His Son. 

• The Christ of the Gospel—"And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so 

that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God. For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-

servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness’” is the One 

who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:3-6). 

o The gospel, therefore, is about the glory of Christ, and it reveals God in Christ’s Person. 

It is more than a mere message of salvation; it describes God Himself. 

• The Call of the Gospel—"Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 

making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 

Corinthians 5:20). 

o The gospel, therefore, is the personal invitation of God for every individual to have a 

personal relationship and positive standing with Him. 

A NECESSARY THING 

“But what does it say? ‘THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART’—that is, the 

word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a 

person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

For the Scripture says, ‘WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.’ For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who 

call on Him; for ‘WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.’ How then will 

they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have 

not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? 

Just as it is written, ‘HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD 

THINGS!’ However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED 

OUR REPORT?’ So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:8-17). 

• Since the gospel is a message, it is available at all times to be received and unlimited in 

the extent to which it can be preached. 

• The gospel as described in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 must be understood for a person to be 

saved. They cannot be saved apart from explicit faith in Christ’s Person and His death and 

resurrection. 



• It is genuinely offered to all people by the God Who sends messengers to preach the 

message. 

WORKS CANNOT EARN SALVATION 

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what 

does the Scripture say? ‘ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS.’ Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is 

due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

credited as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God 

credits righteousness apart from works: “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 

FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. ‘BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL 

NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.’” (Romans 4:1-8). 

• This is supported by other verses, such as Ephesians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:5. 

• God is offering salvation as a free gift that He has made available by undeserved kindness. 

• Works earn a wage. Works (religious deeds) give men a reason to boast about their 

accomplishments. Therefore, works and God’s grace are not compatible in terms of 

receiving salvation. 

• God, rather, asks men to trust His promise (the gospel). On the basis of the man’s faith, God 

puts perfect righteousness on the man’s account, bringing him into a perfectly righteous 

position which cannot be condemned. This happens once and is unchangeable. 

• Therefore, salvation is not about earning God’s favour by sinning less. Salvation is about 

receiving God’s favour and having Him forgive our debt of sin and replace our debt with 

a perfect declaration of righteousness. 

RESPONDING TO THE GOSPEL 

The Bible uses many words to describe salvation and the sinner’s response to the gospel. The main 

thing is faith and repentance, but they are expressed in many ways. Ultimately, it is yielding to 

God. 

• Faith and Repentance are the primary thing: “solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks 

of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 

• Believing: “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, 

has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life” 

(John 5:24). 

• Turning and Looking: “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, 

and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:22). 

• Coming: “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” 

(Matthew 11:28). 

• Receiving: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). 

• Calling: “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED” (Romans 10:13). 

• Yielding: “Do you not know that when you present yourselves [yield] to someone as slaves 

for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey…?” (Romans 6:16). 



• Obedience: “… though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to 

that form of teaching to which you were committed” (Romans 5:17). 

SALVATION 

SALVATION IS GOD’S WORK, BEGINNING TO END 

1 Peter 1:1-5—"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and 

be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an 

inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time.” 

• Before time: God, because He foreknew/foreloved us, chose us to be saved. 

• Before we were saved: God, to accomplish His purpose, set us apart by the Holy Spirit to 

lead us unto salvation. 

• When we were saved: God brought us to obey the gospel, as a result linking us with Christ’s 

death and delivering us from sin. 

• Now that we are saved: We live in hope and are protected by God’s power. 

• The ultimate completion: We will eternally enjoy our inheritance and see the fullness of our 

salvation in all its greatness. 

Ephesians 2:1-10—“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 

that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 

of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 

loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we 

are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them.” 

• Before salvation from our perspective: dead in sins, unresponsive and useless to God. 

• Before salvation from God’s perspective: God greatly loved us with a purpose in mind. 

• At salvation: God made us alive, joining us with Christ and giving us an identity in Him. 

• Currently: displaying the wonders of God’s grace by doing the good works which God 

pre-planned. 

• Ultimately: in the ages to come discovering the riches of His grace. 

Romans 8:28-31—"And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, 



He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the 

firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 

He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. What then shall we say 

to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” 

• The Purpose of God: the following five steps are entirely God’s doing, and they form an 

unbreakable chain in that God is behind it all.  

• Foreknown: God’s foreloving and intention of establishing a relationship. 

• Predestined: God’s marking out of individuals with whom He would work until they were 

made like Christ. This God did before we were saved. 

• Called: God’s work of drawing a sinner to Christ and accomplishing their response. 

• Justified: God’s declaring a person to be righteous on the basis of their faith. 

• Glorified: God’s completion of His purpose in salvation, that believers would share in the 

glory of heaven and perfect holiness. 

• The Conclusion 

o All things work together for our good. 

o God is for us entirely; therefore, nothing can be against us. 

1 Corinthians 1:30—"So that no man may boast before God. But by His doing you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and 

redemption, so that, just as it is written, ‘LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.’” 

• God’s ultimate purpose: “that no man may boast before God.” 

• God’s power to save people: “by His doing.” 

• God’s means of saving people: putting them “in Christ Jesus.” 

• Christ becomes to us wisdom from God: in the gospel. 

• Christ becomes to us righteousness: at salvation, justification. 

• Christ becomes to us sanctification: a holy position and the power to live a holy life. 

• Christ becomes to us redemption: from the power of sin and ultimately from its presence. 

• God’s ultimate purpose accomplished in us: “let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

JUSTIFICATION 

Justification is possible because Christ took the identity of sin and the place of the sinner on Himself 

when He suffered and died on the cross. Justification is God’s act of declaring a sinner righteous 

by crediting His own righteousness to the sinner’s account. Justification happens when faith is 

placed in God and the sinner linked with Christ. Justification is a legal declaration after which no 

charge of condemnation can be applied. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21—"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

• Romans 4:5-8—"But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing on 

the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: “BLESSED ARE THOSE 

WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. 

“BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.” 

• Romans 8:33—“Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies.” 



 

REDEMPTION 

Redemption is God’s deliverance of an individual from the bondage of sin into new freedom 

found in a relationship with God. Redemption came at the cost of Christ’s blood. In that we are 

redeemed, we are under the blissful ownership of God. 

• 1 Peter 1:17-21—"If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to 

each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; knowing 

that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way 

of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 

and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, 

but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in 

God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are 

in God.” 

• Titus 2:11-14—"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 

godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 

lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good 

deeds.” 

NEW BIRTH / REGENERATION 

The new birth takes place when a person trusts Christ, at which point God gives him a new heart 

upon the entry of His Spirit. The new birth is associated with washing because God is transforming 

the person from the inside out. The new birth makes a person a child of God. The new birth 

empowers a person to live for God based on new life within not on external regulations. 

• Ezekiel 36:25-28— “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 

cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new 

heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My 

statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. You will live in the land that I 

gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.” 

• John 3:3-7—"Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be 

born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, 

can he?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit 

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. “Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

again.’” 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17—“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 

passed away; behold, new things have come.” 

• Galatians 6:15—“Neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.” 



ADOPTION TO SONSHIP 

Biblical adoption is different from being born or received into a family. Adoption is receiving the 

position of a mature son who has a personal inheritance from his father and the ability to act on 

his father’s behalf and have a mature relationship with him. God’s people under the Law were 

like children with rules; now we are led by His Spirit and are governed by God’s character. 

• Romans 8:14-15—" For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received 

a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”” 

• Galatians 4:1-7—" Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a 

slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the 

date set by the father. So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under 

the elemental things of the world. But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth 

His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were 

under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God 

has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore you are 

no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.” 

RECONCILATION 

 “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we 

beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 

our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 

• Reconciliation is the event when the enmity between man and God is removed and man 

is brought into a relationship with God and a position of favour before Him. 

• Reconciliation as an event: “God… reconciled us to Himself through Christ.” 

• Reconciliation as a ministry: “God… gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 

• Reconciliation as a process: “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.” 

• Reconciliation as a message: “He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” 

• Reconciliation as an opportunity: “We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

ETERNAL LIFE / ETERNAL SECURITY 

Eternal life is a relationship with God in which He delivers us from sin and death and gives us the 

promise of eternal glory with Him. Eternal life not only lasts forever, but it has an infinitely positive 

quality. Eternal life means that a person cannot lose his salvation once saved.  

• John 17:3—“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true god, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent.” 

• John 5:24— “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent 

Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 

life.” 



• Romans 8:30-39—"And these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 

called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. What then shall we 

say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, 

but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who 

will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who 

condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand 

of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it 

is written, ‘FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 

CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.’ But in all these things we overwhelmingly 

conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

  



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

Salvation begins with a basic understanding of God and man. God is righteous (Isaiah 5:16). Man 

has violated God’s righteousness (Romans 1:18). Therefore, God must judge (Ezekiel 18:4). God is 

love (1 John 4:8). Therefore, God desires to forgive man and deliver him from his sin (Ezekiel 33:11). 

The question then becomes, how does a righteous God forgive sins and bless the sinner without 

violating His own righteousness? This is accomplished through the work of Christ and justification 

by faith (Romans 3:21-26). 

From the beginning of the Old Testament, we find the concept of sacrifice (Genesis 4:4). It is 

explained as “atonement” in the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 1:3-4); this put sin out of God’s sight and 

away from the sinner (Psalm 32:1-2; 103:12), therefore bringing the sinner into acceptance. Though 

proper for the time, it failed to bring a permanent solution for sin and the sinner’s conscience 

(Hebrews 10:1-4). 

In the New Testament, we find Christ by His death to be the Propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:2), 

that is, the full satisfaction of God (Isaiah 53:10-12). His death was substitutionary (Romans 5:6-8). 

He was not punished for His own sins but on behalf of others’ sins (Isaiah 53:4-6). This is the price 

required to set us free from sin and death; it is called a ransom (Matthew 20:28). His sacrifice was 

of infinite value, and He therefore can offer salvation to the whole world (1 Timothy 1:3-7). 

This brings about a message of life to the world called the gospel (Romans 1:16). Gospel means 

“good news.” It puts the work of Christ into a message and offers it to sinners, invoking a response 

from them and offering salvation when they receive the message (Romans 10 full). The gospel is 

composed of five primary tenets: (1) Christ died for our sins, (2) He was buried, (3) He was raised 

on the third day, (4) He appeared bodily to His disciples, (5) All this was founded upon Scriptural 

testimony (1 Corinthians 15:1-5). Thus, the gospel is not only about an event but about the Person 

of Christ Who perfectly reveals God in all His glory (2 Corinthians 4:3-6). Man responds to a Person 

when he believes the gospel, for the primary issue is that man must be reconciled to God (2 

Corinthians 5:20). God calls all men to repent and believe the gospel (Acts 20:21). Works cannot 

earn salvation, but simple faith in Christ is the means (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

When a man believes the gospel, he is saved from sin (John 8:34-36) and judgment (Hebrews 2:2-

3). Though he was saved at a point in time (John 5:24), his salvation was really in the eternal plan 

of God (Romans 8:28-30), enacted by God’s power (John 6:35-51). From beginning to end (1 Peter 

1:1-5), “Salvation is of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:30-31). So then, when a person exercises faith in 

God, he is justified, that is he is declared righteous before God in that God’s righteousness has 

been credited to his account (Romans 4:1-8). No charge of condemnation can be laid when a 

person is justified (Romans 8:33). At salvation, a person is also redeemed (1 Peter 1:17-21), 

purchased by God from the bondage of sin into the blissful ownership of God Himself (Titus 2:11-

14). We are also born again (John 3:3-7) into God’s family, at which point we are given a new 

heart and the Spirit of God (Ezekiel 36:25-28), both of which enable true devotion to God 

(Galatians 6:14-15). We are thus “new creatures” (2 Corinthians 5:17). A person is also adopted to 

a mature position of sonship when he is saved (Romans 8:14-15). One is reconciled to God when 

he is saved, having the enmity removed and a relationship established (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). The 

Bible calls all of this “eternal life,” which is defined as knowing God personally (John 17:3). This is a 

possession that can never be lost; it is permanently secure (Romans 8:30-39). 
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