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MAN’S CREATION – HOW GOD MADE HIM (GENESIS 1-2) 

• Man was created in God’s image. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness. . .’” (Genesis 1:26). In other words, man replicates the internal 

characteristics of God such as personality, rationality, communication, emotion, etc. 

• Man was created for dominion. “And let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26b). Part of the image of God is the capacity to act 

on God’s behalf. 

• Man was created male and female. “God created man in His own image, in the image of 

God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:27). 

• Man was created for the earth. “God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth’” (Genesis 1:28). 

• Man was perfect. “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31). 

• Man was created from the earth. “Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the 

ground” (Genesis 2:7a). 

• Man was created with body [material] and soul [immaterial]. “Then the LORD God formed 

man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 

became a living being [soul]” (Genesis 2:7). Man’s primary distinction is his “livingness,” that 

is, his soul’s inability to die. The soul is eternal and conscious for all of eternity. 

MAN’S COMMUNION – RELATIONSHIPS GOD DESIGNED FOR MAN (GENESIS 2) 

MAN’S COMMUNION WITH  GOD 

Genesis 1-2 sets three foundations for God’s interaction with man throughout the Bible. 

• Man was designed for personal relationship. Note that God interacts one-on-one with 

Adam and shows special interest since He made man, not by word only, but by forming 

him out of dust. 

• Man was designed to be blessed by God. “God blessed them. . .” (Genesis 1:28). 

• Man was designed to be under God’s authority. “The LORD God commanded the man, 

saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 

surely die’” (Genesis 2:16-17). 
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HEADSHIP IN THE MARRIAGE BOND 

• Man’s Insufficiency Alone. “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be 

alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him’” (Genesis 2:18). 

• Woman’s Derivation from Man. “The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He 

had taken from the man, and brought her to the man” (Genesis 2:22). 

• Unity in Distinction. “The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; 

She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man. For this reason a man 

shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become 

one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed’” (Genesis 

2:23-25). 

• Foundational Gender Distinctions 

o Man was created first. Therefore, the man carries the responsibility as head. 

o Man received the commandments of God and was responsible to pass them on. 

There is spiritual leadership here. 

o Man is the provider, and woman is the helper. There is interdependence. 

o Woman finds her source and identity in the man, yet both commit to each other 

as “one flesh.” 

o Woman excels in all dignity, as shown from the insufficiency of the animal 

kingdom to provide a suitable helper for Adam. 

o Woman excels in all attractiveness in that man leaves his father and mother unto 

his wife. 

MAN’S CONDEMNATION – HOW MAN FELL INTO SIN (GENESIS 3) 

THE FALL 

• Began with Satan. “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made” (Genesis 3:1a). 

• Began with doubt. “And he said to the woman, ‘Indeed, has God said, “You shall not eat 

from any tree of the garden”?’” (Genesis 3:1b). 

• Began with a violation of headship. “When the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 

wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he 

ate” (Genesis 3:6). She took the first step (out of her place). Adam followed and failed to 

protect (out of his place). 

• Was disobedience. “. . .you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 

the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’” (Genesis 3:17). 

• Resulted in shame. “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings” 

(Genesis 3:7). 

• Resulted in death and a worldwide curse. “Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you 

will eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you 

will eat the plants of the field; By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return 

to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall 

return” (Genesis 3:17-19). 



• Resulted in enmity. “So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He 

stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the 

way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24). 

• Was accompanied by a promise of a Deliverer. “And I will put enmity Between you [the 

Devil] and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the 

head, And you shall bruise him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15). 

MAN’S FALLEN NATURE (ROMANS 3 & 5) 

• Rooted in Adam. “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). 

• Separates man from God. “. . . you were formerly alienated [from God] and hostile in mind, 

engaged in evil deeds” (Colossians 1:21). 

• Affects every aspect of his being. “Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in 

your rebellion? The whole head is sick And the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the 

foot even to the head There is nothing sound in it, Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, Not 

pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened with oil” (Isaiah 1:5-6). 

• Is complete depravity. “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 

formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them 

we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Ephesians 2:1-3). 

• Affects all of creation. “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 

of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery 

to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the 

whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now” (Romans 8:20-

22). 

MAN’S CATASTROPHE – THE CONEQUENCES OF SIN (GENESIS 4-9) 

The Bible defines sin in 1 John 3:4. “Everyone who practise sin also practise lawlessness; and sin is 

lawlessness.” 

SIN’S CONSEQUENCES  

• Sin destroys marriages. Adam and Eve illustrate this in Genesis 3. Man is often overwhelmed 

by his work, while the woman desires a position that is not her own (Genesis 3:14-19). 

• Sin destroys worship. Cain offered a sacrifice that was not according to the original pattern 

of God (Compare Genesis 4:3 with 3:21). 

• Sin destroys families. Cain kills his brother in Genesis 4 due to envy and anger. 

• Sin destroys life. Genesis 5 is a genealogy filled with the clause, “And he died.” 

• Sin destroys societies. “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the 

earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 

6:5). 

• Sin brings the wrath of God. “Then God said to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before 

Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy 



them with the earth’” (Genesis 6:13). This is the primary problem of sin; it violates God’s 

holiness. 

• In Genesis 4-9, there were two gleams of light. 

o The first is that there were always faithful people in the midst of wickedness. Abel 

and Noah are examples. Thus, we see that darkness will never overcome the light 

even in the prevalence of sin. 

o The second is that an ark of safety was provided during the Flood of God’s wrath. 

So, the Lord Jesus Christ is our Deliverer from wrath. 

THE BIBLE’S TEACHING  ON JUDGMENT 

• Man is condemned already. “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 

believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God” (John 3:18). 

• God’s judgment is expressed presently. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). It expresses itself in God’s withdrawal from nations. 

• God’s judgment is experienced first in Hell. “In Hades [Hell] he lifted up his eyes, being in 

torment” (Luke 16:23a). 

• God’s judgment will culminate in the Lake of Fire. “Then death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was 

not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14-

15). 

• God’s judgment is eternal. “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of 

fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10). 

MAN’S CIVILIZATION – HOW MAN FUNCTIONS IN A SOCIETY (GENESIS 10-11) 

• Civilization is based on language. “’Come, let Us go down and there confuse their 

language, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.’ So the LORD scattered 

them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the 

city” (Genesis 11:7-8). 

• Civilization is based on location. “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose 

top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be 

scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4). 

• Civilization is based on nations. “These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to 

their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the 

earth after the flood” (Genesis 10:32). 

• Civilization is based on religion. Having a tower “of the heavens” (see above) would 

denote a religious center based in that tower. 

• Civilization tends to deterioration. “So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over 

the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. Therefore its name was 

called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and 

from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 

11:8-9; compare to Romans 1). 



MAN’S CALLING – MAN APPROACHES GOD BY FAITH (GENESIS 12-23) 

• Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph illustrate God’s dealings in salvation for men. 

• Abraham illustrates justification by faith. “What then shall we say that Abraham, our 

forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 

‘ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.’ Now to the 

one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. But to the one who 

does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as 

righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works: ‘BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 

FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED. BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE 

LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.’” (Romans 4:1-8). 

• Abraham illustrates a life of faith. “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by 

going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not 

knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a 

foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for 

he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God” 

(Hebrews 11:8-10). 

MAN’S COVENANT – GOD BLESSES MAN BY PROMISE (GENESIS 24-26) 

• Isaac illustrates the basis upon which God blesses men. “For if the inheritance is based on 

law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of 

a promise” (Galatians 3:18). In other words, God gave Abraham a son and descendants 

because He promised it, not because Abraham followed a system of rules. Thus, in our life, 

we receive salvation by grace not by works. 

• Isaac illustrates the basis upon which we live. “And you brethren, like Isaac, are children 

of promise. . . It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and 

do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 4:28; 5:1). To embrace God’s 

blessing based on His grace is to live a life of freedom—freedom to serve God from the 

heart. 

MAN’S CONFLICT – GOD OVERCOMES OUR DEPRAVITY (GENESIS 27-36) 

• Jacob illustrates our natural condition by birth. Jacob’s birth name means “heel-catcher” 

or “supplanter.” Thus, we find that by default we are people of the flesh, of a wicked 

nature. 

• Jacob illustrates the victory over our natural desires. God gave Jacob a new name, Israel, 

meaning “Prince with God.” Thus, we see that God, after we have come to know Him, 

desires to reverse our natural desires and make us reflections of His character on earth. 

• Jacob illustrates the constant struggle between our natural desires and our new spiritual 

desires. Jacob was marked by many weak moments, especially in his youth. Yet, as he 

grew in the knowledge of God, his weak moments grew fewer, while his strong moments 

grew greater. By the end of his life he was a spiritual man whom God endowed with the 

ability to prophesy his sons’ futures. 



MAN’S CROWNING – GOD’S PROMISE FOR  GLORIFICATION (GENESIS 37-50) 

• Joseph illustrates Christ primarily. Just as Joseph was close to his father’s heart, rejected 

by his brothers, oppressed in Egypt, and raised to power over Egypt, so Christ is the Beloved 

Son of God, is rejected by Israel, suffered in this world, and has been exalted by God over 

all authorities. 

• Joseph illustrates the ultimate hope of believers for glorification. Since we are linked with 

Christ, He shares His glory with us in a secondary sense. Thus, we anticipate a day when we 

will be free from sin and clothed with the blessings of God. Abraham illustrates salvation by 

faith. Jacob illustrates a life of struggle. Joseph completes the picture and illustrates our 

final hope to be glorified. 

MAN’S CONSUMMATION – THE SON OF GOD BECAME A MAN 

This selection of verses proves that God’s original design for man is perfectly fulfilled in the sinless 

Son of God Who became a man. He perfectly displays God’s character, and He will fulfill dominion 

over all the earth, which Adam lost in the fall. He also fulfills the foreshadows of Isaac and Joseph. 

• He perfects the image of God. “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

Creation” (Colossians 1:15). 

• He perfects true humanity. “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and 

see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39). 

• He perfects the husband role. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25). 

• He is the last Adam. “So also it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’ The 

last Adam [Christ] became a life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45).  

• He is the promised Son. “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us 

understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His 

Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20). 

• He is the rejected One. “He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and 

we did not esteem Him” (Isaiah 53:3). 

• He is the exalted Son. “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 

the name which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9). 

  



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

Man is the pinnacle of God’s creation and was made in His image (Genesis 1:26). God created 

man to subdue and populate the earth (Genesis 1:28). Man is distinguished by having both a body 

and a soul (Genesis 2:7) containing his spirit, heart, mind, will, conscience, and emotions. 

Man expresses himself in terms of relationship. A personal relationship with God is the primary thing, 

in which man receives both command and blessing (Genesis 2:7, 16-17). But man also relates in 

terms of male and female distinctions . These are to unite in marriage (Genesis 2:23-25), with the 

male being the Head and the female being the helper. Man and woman are interdependent 

(Genesis 2:18, 22). But humans also relate in terms of societies and cultures, which are based on 

location, nationality, language, and religion (Genesis 10-11 full). Because man has fallen into sin, 

civilizations always tend to decay both morally and structurally (Romans 1:18-32). 

Humans, though created perfect, fell into sin as a result of deception and a violation of male-

female roles (Genesis 3 full). Because of Satan’s temptation (Genesis 3:1), Eve took the forbidden 

fruit, followed by Adam (Genesis 3:6). This plunged the world into the curse of sin and death 

(Genesis 3:14-19). Because we are linked with Adam, we inherit a sin nature and rebel against 

God in the same way (Romans 5:12-21). Sin essentially is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Human depravity 

affects every aspect of one’s being and lifestyle (Isaiah 1:5-6; Ephesians 2:1-3), as well as the entire 

creation (Romans 8:20-22). 

Because sin is a violation of God’s holiness, God must condemn sinners (Isaiah 6:5). The world is 

presently condemned (John 3:18) and awaits the ultimate wrath of God in a coming day (Luke 

12:5). God’s wrath is expressed currently (John 3:36) by His withdrawal from preserving society 

(Romans 1:18). Judgment for sin is eternal (Revelation 20:10). Hell is the present location of those 

under judgment (Luke 16:19-31), while the Lake of Fire is the ultimate destiny of all who rebel 

against God (Revelation 20:11-14). 

The ultimate Man is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He manifests God perfectly as the unique image-

bearer (Colossians 1:15). He possesses true, eternal humanity (Luke 24:39). He possesses sinless 

humanity and is unable to sin (1 John 3:5). He perfects the role of a husband to His Church 

(Ephesians 5:25). One day He will rule from a perfect throne in the dominion that Adam lost (Luke 

1:13). And though Adam plunged the world into sin, Christ is the Last Adam Who is able to give life 

rather than take it (Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:45). God’s very purpose for creating man was 

to ultimately display His Son (1 Peter 1:20). 
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