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ANGELS GENERALLY SPEAKING 

THE NATURE OF ANGELS 

• Angels are created beings, doubtless created on the first day of Creation (Colossians 1:16 

/ Job 38:6-7). 

• Angels are spirits: “Are they not all ministering spirits. . .?” (Hebrews 1:14). 

• Angels are static, that is, they do not reproduce nor change in number: “For in the 

resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven” 

(Matthew 22:30). 

• Angels are servants: “Are they not all ministering [serving] spirits. . .?” (Hebrews 1:14). 

• Angels are innumerable: “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of 

myriads, and thousands of thousands” (Revelation 5:11). 

• Angels are holy: “Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to that 

particular one who was speaking. . .” (Daniel 8:13). 

• Angels are intelligent: “. . . for as the angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good 

and evil. . . in order to change the appearance of things your servant Joab has done this 

thing. But my lord is wise, like the wisdom of the angel of God, to know all that is in the 

earth” (2 Samuel 14:17, 20). 

• Angels are heavenly: “Man did eat the bread of angels [manna, bread from heaven]” 

(Psalm 78:25a). 

• Angels are awesome: “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I 

heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 

But he said to me, ‘Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the 

prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God’” (Revelation 22:8-

9).  

• Angels are powerful: “And the LORD sent an angel who destroyed every mighty warrior, 

commander and officer in the camp of the king of Assyria” (2 Chronicles 32:21). 

• Angels are immortal: “For they cannot even die anymore, because they are like angels, 

and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection” (Luke 20:36). 

• Angels cannot be redeemed: “. . .God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast 

them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved from judgment” (2 Peter 

2:4). 

• Angels are often seen as men when on earth: “Then the men rose up from there, and 

looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off. . . 

Now the two angels came to Sodom. . .” (Genesis 18:16; 19:1). 
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THE NAMES AND TITLES OF ANGELS 

• Angel means “messenger.” Thus, they are commissioned servants of God. 

• Angels are called morning stars and sons of God: “When the morning stars sang together 

and all the sons of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). 

• Angels are called watchers and holy ones: “I was looking in the visions in my mind as I lay 

on my bed, and behold, an angelic watcher, a holy one, descended from heaven” 

(Daniel 4:13). 

• Some angels are called Cherubim. 

o Are associated with the protection of God’s holiness and royal presence: “So the 

people sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant of the 

Lord of hosts who sits above the cherubim” (1 Samuel 4:4a). 

o Protected the Garden of Eden after the fall (Genesis 3:24). 

o Are associated with the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25). 

o Are fearful living creatures (Ezekiel 10 – Key Passage). 

o Are noted for the power and speed of their wings (2 Samuel 22:11; Ezekiel 10:5). 

• Some angels are called Seraphim: “Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: 

with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And 

one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth 

is full of His glory’” (Isaiah 6:2-3). Only reference is here in Isaiah 6. While Cherubim are 

protectors of God’s holiness, Seraphim are proclaimers of God’s holiness. 

• Michael is the chief warrior: “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me 

for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for 

I had been left there with the kings of Persia” (Daniel 10:13). 

o He is the defender of Israel (Daniel 12:1). 

o He respects authority (Jude 9). 

o He is the commander of warrior angels in heaven (Revelation 12:7). 

• Gabriel is the chief messenger. 

o He helped Daniel understand visions (Daniel 8:16). 

o He confirmed the answer to Daniel’s prayer (Daniel 9:21). 

o He announced the birth John the Baptist and of Christ (Luke 1).  

THE HIERARCHY OF ANGELS 

• The Son of God has always been above angels and is presently above angels even as a 

man: “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and 

upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the 

angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they” (Hebrews 1:3-4). 

• The Son of God temporarily took a sub-angelic form: “But we do see Him who was made 

for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death 

crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for 

everyone” (Hebrews 2:9). 

• The Devil is evidently unrivalled in the rank he once had, for even the chief angel did not 

feel authoritative enough to rebuke him: “But Michael the archangel, when he disputed 



with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him 

a railing judgment, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” (Jude 9). 

• Michael is the only archangel (chief angel) in Scripture (See above passage). 

• Angels respect authority structures: “Whereas angels who are greater in might and power 

do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord” (2 Peter 2:11). 

• Angels have specific spheres of dominion and conditions of habitation: “And angels who 

did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal 

bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 

• Angels have different titles of rank which are somewhat obscure as to their meaning: “For 

by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through 

Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16). 

THE ROLES OF ANGELS 

• Angels are administrators in God’s presence: “He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was 

set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it” (Genesis 28:12). 

• Angels are destroyers: “When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to 

destroy it, the LORD relented from the calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the 

people, “It is enough! Now relax your hand!” And the angel of the LORD was by the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite” (2 Samuel 24:16, cf. Psalm 78:49). 

• Angels are guardians: “For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in 

all your ways” (Psalm 91:11). 

• Angels are worshipers: “And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among men with whom He is pleased’” (Luke 2:13-14). 

• Angels are messengers (See with Joseph: Matthew 1:20, 24; 2:13, 19). 

• Angels are protectors of the heirs of salvation: “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out 

to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14). 

• Angels are onlookers: “Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her 

head, because of the angels” (1 Corinthians 11:10. Cf. 1 Timothy 5:21). 

• The Activities of Angels 

o Angels mediated the Law (Galatians 3:19 / Hebrews 2:2). 

o Angels announced the birth of Christ (Luke 2:10-14). 

o Angels assisted Christ in the wilderness (Mark 1:13).  

o An angel ministered to Christ in Gethsemane (Luke 22:43). 

o 12 Legions of angels set aside for Christ’s request on earth (Matthew 26:53). 

o Angels rolled away the stone of Christ’s resurrection tomb (Matthew 28:2, 5). 

o Angels administer God’s judgments in the end times (Revelation 7:1-2). 

o Angels will judge the world at Christ’s return (Matthew 24:31). 

o Angels rejoice in salvation (Luke15:10). 

o Angels look into the themes about Christ (1 Peter 1:12). 

o Angels have interacted secretly with believers (Hebrews 13:2). 

 



 

THE ANGEL OF YAHWEH (ANGEL OF THE LORD) 

• The Angel of the Lord is usually Yahweh manifesting Himself in angelic form. Since the Son 

of God is the “outshining of God’s glory” (Heb. 1), all that we see of God’s glory must be 

in the Son; thus, this Angel of the Lord must be the pre-incarnate Son of God. 

• Old Testament saints recognized the Angel of the Lord to be God. 

o Hagar in Genesis 16:13 

o Abraham in Genesis 22:9-12 

o Jacob wrestled with a “Man” yet says he saw God (Genesis 32:24-30). 

• The Angel of the Lord bears the Name of Yahweh 

o God’s name is “in him” (Exodus 23:20-25). 

o The Angel hid His name since it was beyond understanding (Judges 13:15-22). 

o Yahweh judges Sodom from Yahweh in heaven (Genesis 18:22-33; 19:24). 

• Some references may not refer to Yahweh Himself (2 Samuel 24:16). 

THE DEVIL 

THE NATURE OF THE DEVIL 

• The Devil is the primary personal opposer of God’s purposes and character in God’s 

dealings with earth. He is called Satan and the Devil primarily. 

o Satan means “Adversary.” 

o Devil means “Slanderer.” 

• He was a cherub (Ezekiel 28:14-16, See Under “Fall from heaven”). 

• He was evidently the highest in rank among the angels since even the archangel would 

not accuse him (Jude 9, see under “The Hierarchy of Angels”). 

• He controls the demonic forces in that Satan is the author of demonic oppression: “There 

was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit. . . this woman. 

. . whom Satan has bound. . .” (Luke 13:11, 16). 

• He possesses the world, the air (the invisible realm), and human hearts as the realm of his 

dominion: “In which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 

to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). 

• He held the power of death before the cross: “Therefore, since the children share in flesh 

and blood, He [the Son of God] Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through 

death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil” 

(Hebrews 2:14). Likely his power was in demanding the death of individuals who sinned 

and causing death to reign by causing men to sin. 

• He is not omnipresent nor omnipotent nor omniscient: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert 

[not omnipotent since measures can be taken to avoid him]. Your adversary, the devil, 

prowls around [not omnipresent] like a roaring lion, seeking [not omniscient] someone to 

devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 

• He is evil, a liar and a murderer: “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the 

desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 



truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

• He is subtle: “No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 

Corinthians 11:14). 

• He is strategic. “So that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not 

ignorant of his schemes” (2 Corinthians 2:11). 

• He is opposed to salvation and light: “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4). 

THE DEVIL’S KEY MOMENTS  

• Fall from heaven: “You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I placed you there. 

You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked in the midst of the stones of fire. You 

were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was 

found in you. By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, And 

you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have 

destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire” (Ezekiel 28:14-16). 

• Temptation in the Garden: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 

which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You 

shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1). 

• Attempt to Destroy Christ: “And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to 

give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child” (Revelation 12:4b). 

• Temptation of Christ: “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil” (Matthew 4:1). Note that the Lord Jesus was not tempted by sin; the Devil’s 

efforts could not overpower the sinless Christ. 

• Opposition of Christ in the face of the cross: “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke 

Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.’ But He turned and said to 

Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting 

your mind on God’s interests, but man’s’” (Matthew 16:22-23). 

• Empowering end-time revolts: “That is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity 

of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). 

• Bound for 1,000 years and temporarily released: “And he laid hold of the dragon, the 

serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he 

threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive 

the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he 

must be released for a short time” (Revelation 20:2-3). 

• Final destruction: “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented 

day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10). 

• See also Job 1-2; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Luke 22;3, 31. 

 

 



 

THE DEMONIC REALM 

THE NATURE OF DEMONS 

• Demons are fallen angels; therefore, characteristics of angels still apply, except for 

attributes of holiness and service to God. They are called the Devil’s angels in Matthew 

25:41. 

o Some are roaming around in the earth (Ephesians 6:12). 

o Some are already bound, waiting for eternal punishment (2 Peter 2:4). 

• Are violators of God’s original design for them: “And angels who did not keep their own 

domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness 

for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 

• Are tormented by the identity, presence, and authority of Christ: “And shouting with a loud 

voice, he *said, ‘What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!’ For He had been saying to him, ‘Come 

out of the man, you unclean spirit!’” (Mark 5:7-8). 

• Believe in God and tremble: “You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also 

believe, and shudder” (James 2:19). 

• Fear being disembodied lest they be cast into the abyss: “They were imploring Him not to 

command them to go away into the abyss” (Luke 8:31, same story as Mark 5). 

• Seem to be insecure outside of their region: “And he began to implore Him earnestly not 

to send them out of the country” (Mark 5:10. Cf. Luke 11:24). 

• Possess a wisdom that is reflected in the world: “This wisdom is not that which comes down 

from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic” (James 3:15). 

• Have rulership associated with specific locations and ranks based in the heavenly sphere. 

o The angel speaks of the “prince of Persia” in Daniel 10:13 which hindered him from 

getting to Daniel. 

o Ephesians 6:12 also gives us hints: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

o Evidently, they have political structure within themselves and also have a hand in 

political structures of nations as well. 

• Have been stripped of hope by the victory of Christ’s cross and ascension. 

o By His cross and ascension: “When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He 

made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him” 

(Colossians 2:15). 

o The Church as a tangible evidence: “So that the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the 

heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10) 

 THE ACTIVITIES OF DEMONS 

• Behind Old Testament paganism: “They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to 

the demons” (Psalm 106:37). 



• Behind New Testament paganism: “No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles 

sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become 

sharers in demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20). 

• Can possess unbelievers and gain full control of their faculties; in this they aim for 

destroying the individual: “Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs 

and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones” (Mark 5:5). 

• Hinder good angels in their work: “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels 

waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not 

strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven” (Revelation 

12:7-8). 

• Are behind deceitful doctrines: “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall 

away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 

Timothy 4:1). 

• Can perform signs: “And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the 

mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like 

frogs; for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole 

world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty” 

(Revelation 16:13-14). 

• Live in false religious systems: “And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen 

is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every 

unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird’” (Revelation 18:2). 

THE BELIEVER AND THE SPIRITUAL REALM 

THE BELIEVER AND GOOD ANGELS  

• We must believe in their existence: “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, 

nor an angel, nor a spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all” (Acts 23:8). 

• We should reverence angels: “But these men revile the things which they do not 

understand [i.e. angels]; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning 

animals, by these things they are destroyed” (Jude 10). 

• We should beware of angelic worship: “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 

delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he 

has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind” (Colossians 2:18). 

• We should not be close-minded as to their interaction with earth: “And immediately an 

angel of the Lord struck him [Herod] because he did not give God the glory, and he was 

eaten by worms and died” (Acts 12:23). 

• We will judge angels in a coming day: “Do you not know that we will judge angels? How 

much more matters of this life?” (1 Corinthians 6:3). 

THE BELIEVER AND THE DEVIL 

• Salvation is deliverance from the Devil’s power: “To open their eyes so that they may turn 

from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in 

Me’” (Acts 26:18). 



• The Devil can influence the believer’s heart: “But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled 

your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?” (Acts 

5:3). 

• Our anticipation is the Devil’s crushing: “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 

your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you” (Romans 16:20). 

• The Devil harasses God’s people: “Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, 

for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 

messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself!” (2 Corinthians 12:7). 

• The Devil challenges marriages: “Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a 

time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan 

will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control” (1 Corinthians 7:5). 

• The Devil hinders believers: “For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—

and yet Satan hindered us” (1 Thessalonians 2:18). 

• The Devil aims to devour Christians: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the 

devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in 

your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by 

your brethren who are in the world” (1 Peter 5:8-9). 

• The Devil is the fountainhead of error: “Perhaps God may grant them repentance leading 

to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the 

snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will” (2 Timothy 2:25b-26). 

• We must not give opportunity to the Devil: “And do not give the devil an opportunity” 

(Ephesians 4:27). 

• God has equipped us with spiritual armour to defend against the Devil’s attacks: “Finally, 

be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, so that 

you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10-11). 

• Leaders must watch for the Devil’s accusation: “And he must have a good reputation with 

those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil” 

(1 Timothy 3:7). 

• Believers must resist the Devil for him to flee: “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and 

he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 

• Believers must watch for the Devil’s offspring: “By this the children of God and the children 

of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor 

the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10). 

• The Devil controls the political persecution of Christians: “Do not fear what you are about 

to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be 

tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you 

the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). 

THE BELIEVER AND DEMONS 

• Believers cannot be possessed by demons. 

o The New Testament only speaks of true believers being influenced by powers of 

darkness, never possessed. 

o God indwells the believer; therefore, there is no place for demon possession. 

o The believer is specifically delivered from the power of Satan unto God (Acts 26:18) 

• Believers can be influenced by demons. 



• Believers are the special object of the devil, while demons influence the world. 

• Believers are to beware of demonic doctrine and wisdom. 

SOME NOTES OF CAUTION 

• The current setbacks of the Devil should not be our primary joy. The Lord told many 

disciples to rejoice more in that they were saved than that they could cast out demons 

(Luke 10:20). 

• Exorcism (casting out demons) is not necessarily a sign of salvation since many will be 

rejected by the Lord even though they claimed to cast out demons (Matthew 7:22). 

• Using the name of Jesus is not a guarantee of power over demons (Acts 19:13). 

• In all of this, we should beware of flippancy in thinking about the spiritual realm.  

o We are not called to rebuke Satan or demons since (a) exorcism was performed 

only very early in the New Testament by Christ’s direct delegates, (b) the 

common command for believers is to resist demons doctrinally not verbally. 

o We should beware of the Charismatic movement that (a) shows signs of demonic 

activity, especially in Africa, (b) pretends to have easy control of Satan and 

demons, thus giving the impression that they are not powerful beings. 

o God has called us to pursue Him. Thus, our call is to resist and to flee and to wage 

war by standing for the truth. Our only offensive weapon is the Word of God. Let 

us stick to what God has called us to. 

  



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

Angels are personal spirit beings whose primary role is the service of God (Hebrews 1:14). They are 

intelligent (2 Samuel 14:17, 20), powerful (2 Chronicles 32:21), immortal (Luke 20:36), and holy 

(Daniel 8:13). Because they are spirits, they cannot reproduce (Matthew 20:30); thus, though the 

number of angels is innumerable (Revelation 5:11), the number is unchanging.  

Angels mediated the Law (Galatians 3:19 / Hebrews 2:2). Angels announced the birth of Christ 

(Luke 2:10-14). Angels assisted Christ in the wilderness (Mark 1:13). An angel ministered to Christ in 

Gethsemane (Luke 22:43). 12 Legions of angels were set aside for Christ’s request on earth 

(Matthew 26:53). Angels rolled away the stone of Christ’s resurrection tomb (Matthew 28:2, 5). 

Angels administer God’s judgments in the end times (Revelation 7:1-2). Angels will judge the world 

at Christ’s return (Matthew 24:31). Angels rejoice in salvation (Luke15:10). Angels look into the 

themes about Christ (1 Peter 1:12). Angels have interacted secretly with believers (Hebrews 13:2). 

Angels are usually generalized in Scripture; nevertheless at least two classes and two names are 

given. The two classes mentioned are Cherubim (Ezekiel 10), the protectors of God’s holiness 

(Genesis 3:24), and Seraphim (Isaiah 6:2-3), the proclaimers of God’s holiness. Two angels are 

given names: Michael (Daniel 10:13), the chief warrior, and Gabriel (Daniel 8:16; 9:21), the chief 

messenger. Aside from this, the Bible speaks of ranks among angels, though it is not specific in 

what they are (2 Peter 2:11; Colossians 1:16). At times, God Himself would interact with earth as 

the Angel of the Lord (Judges 13:15-22), which would have been the pre-incarnate Son of God 

(Hebrews 1:2). 

The Devil (meaning “Slanderer”), also known as Satan (meaning “Adversary”), was created as a 

chief angel (Jude 9) but fell because of pride (Ezekiel 28:14-16). Though powerful, the Devil is not 

the opposite equivalent of God, for he has limitations in power, wisdom, and presence (1 Peter 

5:8). The Devil is a liar and murder (John 8:44) who opposes God’s purposes of salvation (2 

Corinthians 4:3-4). He will finally be judged and spend eternity in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:10). 

Demons are evil angels (Matthew 25:41) who rebelled at the time of Satan’s rebellion (Revelation 

12:4). They empower paganism (1 Corinthians 10:20) and error (1 Timothy 4:1), working through 

religion (Revelation 18:2), politics (Ephesians 6:12), and individual hearts (Mark 5:1-20). Though bold 

in resisting angelic missions, they tremble before God (James 2:19) and before Jesus Christ (Mark 

5:7-8). Christ has ultimately stripped the Devil and demonic realm of their hope by His resurrection 

and ascension (Colossians 2:15).  

The believer must reverence angels (Jude 10), while not worshiping them (Colossians 2:18). In the 

future we will judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:3). While the Devil attempts to destroy us (1 Peter 5:8-

9), God has given us the resources to defend (Ephesians 6:10-11) against his attacks and those of 

his angels. The battle takes place in the mind primarily (2 Corinthians 10:3-4). In all of this, we must 

focus not on shows of power over the spiritual realm but over the power of God in our salvation 

(Luke 10:20). 


	Angels Generally Speaking
	THe Nature of Angels
	The Names and Titles of Angels
	The Hierarchy of Angels
	The Roles of Angels
	The Angel of YAHWEH (Angel of the Lord)

	The Devil
	The Nature of the Devil
	The Devil’s Key Moments

	The Demonic Realm
	The Nature of Demons
	The ACtivities of Demons

	THe Believer and the Spiritual Realm
	THe Believer and Good Angels
	The Believer and the Devil
	THe Believer and Demons
	Some Notes of Caution

	SUmmary Statement of Doctrine

