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THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HE IS A REAL PERSON 

• He Has Consciousness. “The Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. . . Even so 

the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10b, 11b). 

• He Has Emotion. “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). 

• He Has a Will. “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 

individually just as He wills” (1 Corinthians 12:11). 

• He Can Be Insulted. “How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has 

trampled under foot the Son of God. . . and has insulted the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 

10:29). 

• He Can Be Lied to. “But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 

Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?” (Acts 5:3) 

• He Speaks. “And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands, 

and said, “This is what the Holy Spirit says. . .” (Acts 21:11a).  

HE IS GOD 

• He Is Inseparable from the Work of the Father and Son. 

o Luke 10:21-22, “At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘I 

praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 

from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for 

this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. All things have been handed over to Me 

by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the 

Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.’” 

o 2 Corinthians 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.” 

o Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 

with His own blood.” 

• He Is Explicitly Called “God.” “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 

lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?. . . You have not lied 

to men but to God’” (Acts 5:3-4). 

• Is One with God Indwelling Believers. “You know [the Spirit of truth] because He abides wit 

you and will be in you. . . We [the Father and Son] will come to him [the believer] and make 

our above with him” (John 14:17b, 23b) 
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• He Is the Holy God Dwelling in His Temple. “Do you not know that you are a temple of God 

and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will 

destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16-

17). 

• His is the Authoritative Word of God. “Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on your feet 

that I may speak with you!’ He spoke to me the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet; 

and I heard Him speaking to me. Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, I am sending you to the 

sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers 

have transgressed against Me to this very day’” (Ezekiel 2:1-2). 

• Therefore, all of God’s attributes belong to the Holy Spirit, and Scripture has no problem 

giving Him such a place. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

CREATION 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of 

the waters” (Genesis 1:1-2). 

• He was directly acting in God’s creatorial process. 

• He exhibited care over His creation in a personal aspect. 

EQUIPPING FOR SPECIAL DUTIES 

• He Empowered Work. “I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, 

in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship” (Exodus 31:3). 

• He Empowered Leadership. “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 

midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah. Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from 

Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD terrorized him” (1 Samuel 16:13-14). 

• He Empowered Prophecy. “Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him; 

and He took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy elders. And 

when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do it again” (Numbers 

11:25). 

NO PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN A PERSON 

“Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me” (Psalm 

51:11). 

• While He was temporarily upon or in a person, it was never a sure possession as we 

experience in the New Testament. 

 

 

 



PROMISE OF MESSIAH 

• The Spirit Manifested in His Work. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in 

whom My soul delights. I have put my Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the 

nations” (Isaiah 42:1). 

• The Spirit Manifested in His Words. “Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD 

has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners” (Isaiah 61:1). 

PROMISE FOR A NEW COVENANT FOR ISRAEL 

“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart 

of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you 

to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. You will live in the land 

that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God” (Ezekiel 36:26-28). 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

• Incarnation. “The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall 

be called the Son of God’” (Luke 1:35). 

• Baptism. “After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, 

the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and 

lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well-pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17). 

• Ministry. “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him 

spread through all the surrounding district” (Luke 4:14). 

• Death. “How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God?” (Hebrews 9:14). 

• Resurrection. “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 

who dwells in you” (Romans 8:11). 

THE INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT 

• Predicted. “’He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, From his innermost being will flow 

rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were 

to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-

39). 

• Fulfilled Collectively. “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 

other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2:4). 

• Fulfilled Personally. “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who 

is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

 



IN THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH 

• Baptism of the Spirit – The Formation of One Body. “For by one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

• The Unity of the Spirit. “Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling” 

(Ephesians 4:3-4). 

• Specific Signs to Prove His New Work in the Body of Christ. “God also testifying with them, 

both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according 

to His own will” (Hebrews 2:4). 

o The Spirit Manifested in Jerusalem (Jews): Acts 2. 

o The Spirit Manifested in Samaria (Half-Jews): Acts 8. 

o The Spirit Manifested in Caesarea (Gentiles): Acts 10. 

THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE CHURCH 

• Gifting. “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 

Corinthians 12:7). 

• Actions. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 

be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

• Assemblies. “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood” (Acts 20:28). 

REVELATION FROM GOD 

• Revelation of Christ. “When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth. . . 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you” (John 16:13-14). 

• Revelation of the Apostles. “Until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had 

by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 1:2). 

• Revelation of Scripture. “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter 

of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 

men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20-21). 

• Revelation to the Heart. “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 

who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things 

we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 

combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words” (1 Corinthians 2:12-13).  

HIS FINAL PORTRAYAL 

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one 

who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost” (Revelation 22:17). 

• He is occupied with Christ and identified with the Bride (the Church), calling for the 

initiation of a New Creation. This is a fitting last mention of the Spirit of God. 



 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE BELIEVER 

BEFORE SALVATION 

• Sanctification of the Spirit. “Who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His 

blood. . .” (1 Peter 1:1b-2). 

• The Influence of the Spirit. “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin 

and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8). 

• The Danger of Blasphemy of the Spirit. “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall 

be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven” (Matthew 

12:31). 

AT SALVATION 

• The Necessity of the Spirit. “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63). 

• The New Birth. “Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit’” (John 3:5-6). 

• The Washing. “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing 

by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 

3:5-6). 

• The Sealing. “Who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge [of eternal 

salvation that cannot be lost]” (2 Corinthians 1:22). 

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION  

“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:16). 

THE POWER OF OUR NEW LIFE 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its 

desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, 

so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the Law. . . But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Now those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

walk by the Spirit. Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another” 

(Galatians 5:16-26). 

THE CONSTANT COMPANION 

• As Our Helper. “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be 

with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does 

not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in 



you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you [through the indwelling Holy Spirit]” 

(John 14:16-18). 

• Our Intercessor. “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 

for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 

He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26-27). 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

• We Must Not Grieve Him. “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed 

for the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). 

• We Must Pray. “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in 

view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18). 

• We Must Learn. “As for you, the anointing [the Holy Spirit] which you received from Him 

abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing 

teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you 

abide in Him” (1 John 2:27). 

• We Must Be Filled. “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 

the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). This is not to say that we receive the Spirit over and over again 

but that He has the full control in our lives. We are filled with Him in terms of His power. 

• We Must Not Quench Him or His Work. “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19). 

  



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

The Holy Spirit is a Person. This we know in that He possesses consciousness (1 Corinthians 

2:10b), emotion (Ephesians 4:30), and desire (1 Corinthians 12:11). He is God, sharing the full 

essence (John 14:17, 23), identity (Acts 5:3-4), and authority (Ezekiel 2:1-2) of God with the Father 

and Son (2 Corinthians 13:14). As a general principle, the Father originates (1 Corinthians 8:6a), the 

Son fulfills (1 Corinthians 8:6b), and the Holy Spirit empowers (Isaiah 42:1). As such, all the attributes 

of God are His, and reverence is due to Him (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). 

The Old Testament first portrays Him as the Creator, directly empowering the things of God 

on earth (Genesis 1:2). Though He equipped workers (Exodus 31:3), leaders (1 Samuel 16:13-14), 

and prophets (Numbers 11:25) to fulfill God’s will in the nation of Israel, He generally did not indwell 

Old Testament believers permanently (Psalm 51:11). However, prophecy makes clear that God 

will bless Israel with the Spirit and cause Him to indwell Israelites with a regenerated heart (Ezekiel 

36:26-28). This is the New Covenant. The Old Testament especially anticipated the Messiah, Who 

would be empowered by the Spirit in His works (Isaiah 42:1) and words (Isaiah 61:1).  

In the New Testament, the Spirit was responsible for the virgin pregnancy (Matthew 1:18-

20) of Mary and the incarnation (Luke 1:35) of the Son of God. At the beginning of Christ’s ministry, 

the Lord was anointed by the Spirit at His baptism (Matthew 3:16-17) and immediately showed His 

submission to the Spirit’s power and will (Mark 1:12; Luke 4:14). This culminated in His death 

(Hebrews 9:14) and resurrection (Romans 8:11), which He did in the power of the Spirit. 

Following the ascension of Christ (John 7:38-39), the Spirit of God was poured out on all 

believers at Pentecost (Acts 2). This was the beginning of the Church which is the Body of Christ (1 

Corinthians 12:13). This event initiated the indwelling of the Spirit in every believer (1 Corinthians 

6:19). Thus, throughout Acts we see Him moving in power (Acts 1:8) and revelation (Acts 1:2) to 

build up the newly formed Church of God. Throughout, we see Him working sovereignly, doing 

signs (Hebrews 2:4), equipping believers (1 Corinthians 12:7), and raising up leaders in local 

assemblies (Acts 20:28).  

These signs manifested in Acts ceased with the completion of Scripture (1 Corinthians 13:8-

10). The Spirit gave revelation (John 16:13-14) during the time of the apostles until the completion 

of the Scripture which He inspired (2 Peter 1:20-21). 

As believers, we receive the benefit of the Spirit’s work on our behalf. We experienced His 

work before conversion (John 16:8) called the sanctification of the Spirit (1 Peter 1:1-2). We 

experienced His work (John 6:63) at conversion, called the new birth (John 3:5-6). We experience 

His work in giving us power to live for God, not according to legalism but according to life 

(Galatians 5:16-26). The Lord has given Him to us as the Illuminator (2 John 2:27), the Helper (John 

14:16-18), and the Intercessor (Romans 8:26-27). 

Since the Spirit of God indwells us, we must be holy (1 Corinthians 6:20). Since the Spirit of 

God indwells us, we must subject ourselves to His power (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Thus, we must be 

sober (Ephesians 5:18), we must be prayerful (Ephesians 6:18), and we must be careful (Ephesians 

4:30). And as we await the coming of our Lord Jesus, the Spirit cries with us “Come, Lord Jesus” 

(Revelation 22:17) giving us hope (Romans 8:23-25) and assurance (Romans 8:14-16) in the mean 

time while we are on earth. 


	The Person of the Holy Spirit
	He is a Real Person
	He is God

	The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
	Creation
	Equipping for Special Duties
	No Permanent Residence in a Person
	Promise of Messiah
	Promise for a New Covenant for Israel

	The Holy SPirit in the New Testament
	In the Life of CHrist
	The Indwelling of the Spirit
	In the Formation of the Church
	The Empowerment of the CHurch
	Revelation from God
	His Final Portrayal

	The HOly Spirit And the Believer
	Before Salvation
	At Salvation
	Assurance of Salvation
	THe Power of Our New Life
	The Constant Companion
	Our Response to the Spirit of GOd

	Summary Statement of Doctrine

