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GOD’S ESSENCE  / BEING 

GOD IS SPIRIT  

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24)1 

• Therefore, He cannot be contained. 

• Therefore, He is invisible. 

• Therefore, He cannot be known apart from revelation. 

GOD IS PERSONAL 

“Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. . .” (Genesis 1:26).2 The personality 

expressed by man is derivative of the personality contained in God. 

• Therefore, He possesses thought. 

• Therefore, He possesses rationality. 

• Therefore, He possesses will. 

• Therefore, He possesses emotion. 

• Therefore, He possesses relationship. 

• Therefore, He possesses communication. 

GOD IS ONE 

“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!” (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

• Therefore, He is inseparable. 

• Therefore, He is the only God. 

GOD IS HOLY 

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” (Isaiah 6:3b) 

• Therefore, He is unique. 

• Therefore, He is perfect. 

• Therefore, He is without equal or superior. 

                                                      
1 Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are 

taken from the NASB. 

2 Ellipses mark an incomplete verse quotation. 
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GOD IS A TRINITY 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

• God reveals Himself as Father (John 1:18), Son (John 1:1), and Spirit (Acts 5:3-4). 

• These Persons are eternal. 

• These Persons are coequal. 

• These Persons are distinct. 

• These Persons are inseparable. 

GOD’S NAMES 

The English word “God” may come from a proto-Indo-European root meaning “that which is 

invoked.” 

EL / ELOHIM – GOD, THE STRONG ONE 

“In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) 

EL-SHADDAI –  GOD, THE ALMIGHTY ONE 

“I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty [El-Shaddai], but by My name, 

LORD [Yahweh], I did not make Myself known to them.” (Exodus 6:3) 

YAHWEH –  GOD’S PERSONAL NAME, THE EVER-EXISTING ONE 

“God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD [Yahweh]; and I appeared to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD [Yahweh], I did not make 

Myself known to them.” (Exodus 6:2-3) 

ADONAI – GOD, THE SUPREME ONE 

“And Abraham replied, ‘Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord [Adonai], although I 

am but dust and ashes.’” (Genesis 18:27). 

THEOS – DEITY  

“Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such 

thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God [Theos] but one. For even if there are so-

called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, yet 

for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.” (1 Corinthians 8:4-6) 

KURIOS – LORD  

“Thomas answered and said to Him [Jesus], ‘My Lord [Kurios] and my God!’” (John 20:28) 



GOD’S ATTRIBUTES  

THE HOLINESS OF GOD: HIS SUPREME ATTRIBUTE 

God’s supreme attribute is intrinsic holiness. No other description is given a threefold emphasis 

like “Holy, Holy, Holy is Yahweh.” He is supremely holy. In what God is, who God is, and what He is 

like, His distinctive mark is His holiness. Every one of the following attributes flows from divine 

holiness. Therefore, we will not consider holiness as an attribute among others. 

GOD’S ATTRIBUTES OF LIFE 

“The life was manifested. . . which was with the Father and was manifested to us.” (1 John 1:2) 

• Omnipotence: God is all-powerful. “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens 

and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult 

for You, who shows lovingkindness to thousands, but repays the iniquity of fathers into the 

bosom of their children after them, O great and mighty God. The LORD of hosts is His 

name.” (Jeremiah 32:17-18) 

• Omnipresence: God is everywhere. “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee 

from Your presence?” (Psalm 139:7) 

• Omniscience and Wisdom: God knows all things, what is real and what is best. “Oh, the 

depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 

His judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Romans 11:33)  

• Self-Sufficiency: God possesses life intrinsically and has no need for external sustenance. 

“Nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself 

gives to all people life and breath and all things.” (Acts 17:25)  

• Incorruptibility: God cannot deteriorate, decay, or decline. “And exchanged the glory of 

the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man. . .” (Romans 1:23)  

• Immortality: God cannot die in that He is eternal. “Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:17) 

• Immutability: God cannot change in His nature or word. “For I, the Lord, change not; 

therefore you, O sons of Jacob are not consumed.” (Malachi 3:6) 

• Sovereign: He possesses both the right and power to do as He pleases. “For from Him and 

through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:36) 

GOD’S ATTRIBUTES OF LIGHT 

“God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5b) 

• Righteousness: God Himself is the standard of right, and He always acts according to 

justice. “The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.” (Psalm 145:17) 

• Truth: God upholds that which corresponds to Himself. “If we are faithless, He remains 

faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.” (2 Timothy 2:13) 

• Wrath: God possesses anger against that which contradicts His righteousness, leading to 

judgment. “What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His 

power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?” 

(Romans 9:22) 



GOD’S ATTRIBUTES OF LOVE 

“God is love.” (1 John 4:8b) 

• Immanence: He is near to His creation, offering to be found by it. “That they would seek 

God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 

one of us.” (Acts 17:27) 

• Mercy: Compassion toward one in a depraved or helpless state. “And you were dead in 

your trespasses and sins. . . but God, being rich in mercy. . .” (Ephesians 2:1-4) 

• Grace: Positive kindness shown at no merit of the recipient. “Even when we were dead in 

our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved). . 

. that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. . .” (Ephesians 2:5-9) 

• Longsuffering: God’s self-restraint from immediate wrath to allow for man’s repentance. 

“Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not 

knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4) 

GOD’S WORKS  

Summary Statement: “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE 

MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT 

MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To 

Him be the glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36) 

CREATION –  AS CREATOR, GOD POSSESSES AND DIRECTS THE CREATION. 

“Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created 

all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” (Revelation 4:11) 

REVELATION – GOD MUST DISCLOSE HIMSELF TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOWN. 

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 

ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son.” (Hebrews 1:1-2a) 

• General Revelation: Attributes of God seen in creation (Psalm 19:1-6) 

• Specific Revelation: God revealed explicitly by direct communication (Psalm 19:7-11) 

• Personal Revelation: God revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ (John 1:1-18) 

JUDGMENT – GOD AUTHORITATIVELY JUDGES MEN AND THEIR SINS WITH JUSTICE 

“And He will judge the world in righteousness; He will execute judgment for the peoples with 

equity.” (Psalm 9:8) 

INCARNATION –  GOD MANFESTS HIMSELF IN HUMANITY 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . And 

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1, 14) 



REDEMPTION/SALVATION – GOD DELIVERS FROM SIN WHILE REMAINING RIGHTEOUS 

“Gather yourselves and come; Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations; They have no 

knowledge, Who carry about their wooden idol And pray to a god who cannot save. . . A 

righteous God and a Savior; There is none except Me. “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of 

the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:20-22) 

CONSUMMATION –  GOD PERFECTLY SUMS UP ALL HIS PURPOSES IN TIME 

“And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ And He said, ‘Write, 

for these words are faithful and true.’ Then He said to me, ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water 

of life without cost.’” (Revelation 21:5-6) 

GOD AS FATHER 

FATHER AS THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE 

“For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also 

are His children.” (Acts 17:28) 

ETERNAL FATHER OF THE ETERNAL SON 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us and we saw His glory, glory as of the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. . . No one has seen God at any time; the only 

begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” (John 1:14, 18) 

FATHER TO ISRAEL 

“Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is My son, My firstborn.’” (Exodus 4:22) 

FATHER TO BELIEVERS 

“Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba, 

Father.’” (Galatians 4:6, cf. Matthew 6:9) 

ON KNOWING GOD 

• Only through the Lord Jesus Christ (John 14). 

• Brings us to eternal life (John 17:3 / 1 John 5:20). 

• Causes us to worship (Exodus 34:6-8 / Psalm 103). 

• Causes us to confide in Him (Psalm 139). 

• Is the foundation for all Christian service, knowledge, and joy (Colossians 1:9-10). 

• Is expressed in personal, deep communion (Psalm 63 / Psalm 19). 

• Is the chief mark of a man of God (Deuteronomy 34:10-12). 

 

 



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

Key Passages: Genesis 1 | Acts 17 | Isaiah 45:20-25 | Isaiah 40 | Psalm 139 | Revelation 20-22 

  God is invisible (1 Timothy 1:17) because He is a spirit in His substance (John 4:24). Thus He 

can never be known apart from self-revelation (1 Corinthians 2:11-12). In that God is spirit, He is 

not dependent on any reality outside of Himself (Acts 17:24-28); He is self-existent. The self-existent 

One cannot but be immutable (Malachi 3:6) and eternal, (1 Timothy 1:17). 

 God is also infinite. Thus we can never expect to understand Him fully (Romans 11:33-36). 

His infinity expresses itself in three main ways. First, God is omnipotent; He possesses all power 

(Jeremiah 32:17). Second, God is omnipresent, that is, He inhabits all space and time (Isaiah 57:15 

/ Psalm 139:3, 7). Third, God is omniscient, meaning He knows and understands all things 

intrinsically (Psalm 139:2 / Isaiah 40:14). 

 There must, then, only be one God (this is called monotheism), as Deuteronomy 6:4 shows. 

Isaiah 40:25 says that no one is like God or equal to Him. Yet the Bible teaches that God is a Trinity, 

that is, that three equal Persons compose one divine, inseparable Being. Hence, we read of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17 / Matthew 28:19 / Ephesians 4:4-6 / John 

15:26 / 2 Corinthians 13:14). Again, because God is infinite, we cannot understand this concept 

fully, but we do not compromise it since Scripture teaches it so clearly. 

 This God is the Creator of all things (Genesis 1:1) and the Sovereign over all events (Romans 

11:16). God is working out His purpose in creation to display His glory in redemption, which man 

will recognize because of His infinite wisdom (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

 Obviously, then, He must have personal attributes by which men must know Him. God has 

a personal name, Yahweh (Psalm 83:18). God also has two primary attributes by which man knows 

Him personally: “God is light” (1 John 1:5) and “God is love” (1 John 4:8).  

 Scripture says He dwells in light unapproachable (1 Timothy 6:16) and that He is a 

consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). This is called God's holiness. Holy means “set apart.” No attribute 

was emphasized as this one was (Isaiah 6:3). It tells us that God is pure and abhors the sight of sin 

(Habakkuk 1:13). Related to this is the fact that He is righteous. 

 As to God's love, it has always been, for Christ is God's eternal beloved Son (Mark 1:11). To 

us specifically, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His 

unique Son into the world that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, 

but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10) 

 As to God in His Fatherhood specifically, we see Him in four primary aspects: (1) He is “the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:3), (2) He is “Father” in that He is the source of all 

life (Acts 17:29), (3) He is “Father” to Israel (Exodus 4:22) (4) He is the personal “Father” of every 

believer in the sense of a spiritual relationship (Matthew 6:9). He is the father of the family 

(Ephesians 3:15). His Fatherhood is special to us as Christians, because we relate to Him as mature 

sons and know special intimacy because of Jesus Christ (Galatians 4:6). 
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