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REVIEW

• Hebrews emphasizes the superiority of Christ.

• Gentiles come to God by the same faith as Jews

• Faith is composed to two primary components:

• What is Invisible: It incorporates the unseen into my present reality.

• What is Future: It lives in light of the future to define my present 

reality.

• Faith must believe:

• That God exists

• That God is good
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FAITH OBEYED A CALL 
TO AN UNKNOWN LAND (V. 8-10)

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place 

which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing 

where he was going. 

“By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for 

he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and 

builder is God.”
*All verses in lecture are taken from the NASB © 1995 The Lockman Foundation, LaHabra, California.
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WHERE ABRAHAM WENT (V. 8)

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, 

obeyed by going out to a place which he was 

to receive for an inheritance; and he went 

out, not knowing where he was going.”

 

His Obedience was Immediate and 
BEFORE he received the details. 
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WHERE ABRAHAM DWELT (V. 9)

“By faith he lived as an alien in the land of 

promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in 

tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of 

the same promise.”

 

The Point: Abraham didn’t receive the 
promise yet, but he dwelled in the 
land because of a promise from God. 
Note also how Isaac and Jacob are 
included here; note their involvement 
in receiving the covenant generation 
to generation. 
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WHERE ABRAHAM LOOKED (V. 10)

“For he was looking for the city 

which has foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.”

 

Was Abraham’s only purpose to be the 
father of children he would never see? 
No, God was His portion. Thus, though 
Abraham had a purpose that extended 
past his life, he did not have a 
meaningless life in and of itself. He 
had a city that would surely be his. 
Note: OT saints believed in an afterlife. 
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FAITH TRUSTED A PROMISE
FOR AN UNLIKELY SON (V. 11-12)

“By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even 

beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful 

who had promised. Therefore there was born even of one man, 

and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the 

stars of the heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which 

is by the seashore.”

 

NOTE: Sarah considered God faithful. 
How? We don’t read of her believing, 
only of being shocked (Gen. 18). Her 
ACTIONS (James 2) proved her faith. 
NOTE: Connect with Romans 4 with 
the dead bodies. 
NOTE: God is no slave to life’s seasons. 
You obey, and let Him do the rest. 
NOTE: This is a quotation from Genesis 
15. It MAY typify both the heavenly 
people and earthly people who would 
descend from Abraham by faith (Israel 
and the Church). 
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FAITH DESIRED A COUNTRY
AMIDST UNFULFILLED HOPE (V. 13-16)

“All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them 

and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they 

were strangers and exiles on earth. For those who say such things make it 

clear that they are seeking a country of their own. And indeed if they had 

been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have 

had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He 

has prepared a city for them.”

 

NOTE: What’s the point? The promises 
of God to them were so sure that they 
didn’t need them fulfilled in order to 
believe them. Their portion was in 
GOD HIMSELF. 
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A COUNTRY OF THEIR OWN (V. 13-14)

“All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, 

but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 

distance, and having confessed that they were strangers 

and exiles on earth. For those who say such things make 

it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.”

 

NOTE: Difference between receiving 
PHYSICALLY and welcoming 
SPIRITUALLY. 
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AN OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN (V. 15)

“And indeed if they had been thinking of 

that country from which they went out, 

they would have had opportunity to 

return.”

 

NOTE: God will always test his people 
with opportunities to return. He forces 
no one to serve; He draws by love and 
asks they love in return. Nothing but 
total commitment to the heavenly 
calling will yield total commitment to 
the life of faith. 
NOTE: Lot is an example. Though he 
came out of Egypt, Egypt never came 
out of him, and he chose dark Sodom 
for his dwelling place. 
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GOD HAS PREPARED A CITY FOR THEM (V. 16)

“But as it is, they desire a better country, 

that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is 

not ashamed to be called their God; for 

He has prepared a city for them.”

 

NOTE: Ultimate desires will always be 
fulfilled. Heavenly desires lead a 
heavenly lifestyle. 
NOTE: God defends and is for His 
believers (Ps. 27 and Romans 8). God 
prepared the city and wants their 
best. God rewards the nobility of 
standing for Him when we are the only 
ones standing for Him. God willingly 
gives himself to the person of faith. 
NOTE: Mr. Vine emphasizes that 
because they desired the heavenly 
they also get the earthly, but in 
greater measure than if they had only 
desired the earthly. The patriarchs will 
inherit the earth, but they will do so in 
glory far beyond that which Israel 
experienced. May we take 
encouragement from this that the 
spiritual is not less, but more. 
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FAITH ENDURED THE TRIAL
BY UNRESTRAINED COMMITMENT (V. 17-19)

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 

who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten 

son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendants 

shall be called.’ He considered that God is able to raise people 

even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a 

type.”

 

NOTE: We are seeing new layers to 
faith all the time. Faith apparently 
went back on a promise it had already 
gotten! This is extremism! But this is 
the only way we find out if we truly 
find our all in God. It’s not that God 
wants to take things from us, but it’s 
that He can only bless us with Himself 
when He alone is our God. 
NOTE: What ‘Isaac’ could God be 
asking us to give up? Remember, God 
never asked Abraham to do something 
He was not willing to do Himself; in 
fact, God spared Abraham that pain 
which He did not spare Himself. God is 
emotionally involved in what He asks 
of us. Let us never think Him to be 
uncaring. 
NOTE: Abraham could have either 
obeyed and believed God, though 
humanly speaking there was no way 
to rectify this. Or he could have 
assumed God was a liar since his 
human mind couldn’t see the future 
and therefore lose out on the blessing 
of obedience. Faith is radical, but it is 
always worth it because God is true. 
Did not God’s promise still come true? 
NOTE: True faith in God believes in 
resurrection power, where nothing 
can be credited except supernatural 
life.  
NOTE: Abraham received his son back 
by resurrection since Abraham DID 
offer Isaac in his heart, though not his 
hand. This provides to us a type of 
Christ. Note also, that Isaac is not said 
to have come down from the 
mountain. The next time we see him 
entering his father’s tent (picturing 
Israel) is after his bride was brought to 
him (a picture of the Church bring 
presented to Christ after His ascension 



and before His second coming to 
earth). 
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FAITH PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE
EXPECTING UNSEEN FULFILLMENT (V. 20-22)

“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come.

“By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 

and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.

“By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of 

the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones.”

 

NOTE: These blessings turned into 
prophecies. Thus, they blessed 
because they expected things to 
happen and had revelation from God 
on the future. 
NOTE: They blessed, hanging the truth 
of their blessing on the future. If the 
future didn’t come to pass, their 
blessing would be vain. But they so 
believed in the revelation of God that 
they could hang their all on something 
they had never seen. 
NOTE: Faith combined with worship in 
verse 21. Worship looked at things 
according to God’s standards, not 
man’s (Ephraim and Manasseh). 
NOTE: Joseph found his place in the 
promised land, though he was a man 
of Egypt for those years. He knew his 
true place among the people of God. 
Though his life was in Egypt, his legacy 
was in Israel. Such should be our case 
if we possess “secular jobs.” 
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• FAITH OBEYED A CALL 

TO AN UNKNOWN LAND (V. 8-10)

• FAITH TRUSTED A PROMISE
FOR AN UNLIKELY SON (V. 11-12)

• FAITH DESIRED A COUNTRY
AMIDST UNFULFILLED HOPE (V. 13-16)

• FAITH ENDURED THE TRIAL
BY UNRESTRAINED COMMITMENT (V. 17-19)

• FAITH PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE
EXPECTING UNSEEN FULFILLMENT (V. 20-22)
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Questions:

• Do I rest on the 

details of God’s will 

for my life, or am I 

content to obey 

when I don’t see the 

outcome?

• Do I rest on reason 

or revelation?

• Do I find my all in 

God and in a 

heavenly 

inheritance?

• Is my commitment 

to God the type to 

last through trials?

• Do I live my life 

assured in God’s 

future promises, 

basing everything I 

am on them?

 

 

 


