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A FOUNDATION AND FRAMEWORK 

THE BIG IDEA: KINGDOM, GLORY, AND GRACE 

God’s ultimate desire is to establish a kingdom on earth under a Mediator, leading to the 

culmination of His purpose, which is to have all creation aligned to His will and filled with the 

knowledge of Him. This mediated Kingdom expresses itself in various spheres: partially in Israel 

before Christ, spiritually in the Church currently, and universally in the Millennium after He returns. 

This ultimate reign deals with the three people groups of time in specific ways: 

• Christ will mediate through the Nation of Israel (Isaiah 2:2-3). 

• Christ will mediate over the Gentiles (Isaiah 2:4). 

• Christ will mediate with the Church (1 Corinthians 6:3; Ephesians 1:22-23). 

The Goal of this Mediatorial Kingdom: to have no authority but God after He has displayed His 

glory and grace to all creation. Once Christ gives the mediatorial Kingdom to God, eternity will 

be filled with His rule and kindness. “Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the 

God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign 

until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 

Corinthians 15:24-25). 

THE IDEA OF TIME PERIODS 

To understand the different time periods (called dispensations) of Scripture allows us to trace the 

different modes of God’s dealings with men throughout history and see His purpose unfolding as 

He reveals man’s heart under every possible circumstance. It also helps us to interpret Scripture. 

• Before Fall (A Period Marked by Innocence) 

• From the Fall to the Flood (A Period Marked by Conscience) 

• From the Flood to Abraham (A Period Marked by Government) 

• From Abraham to the Law (A Period Marked by Covenant and Promise) 

• From the Law to Christ (A Period Marked by the Law) 

• From Christ to the Kingdom (A Period Marked by Grace) 

• From the Kingdom to the Eternal State (A Period Marked by A Righteous Reign) 

THE IDEA OF COVENANTS 

To understand the covenants of Scripture is to understand the promises God must keep and/or 

the promises man has failed to keep in light of God’s ultimate purposes to redeem men. 
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• The Noahic Covenant (Genesis 9)—God will never destroy earth by water again. 

• The Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15-17)—Abraham’s posterity to possess Canaan. 

• The Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 19-20)—Full obedience to the Law given by Moses. 

• The Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30)—Israel’s restoration in heart and to the land. 

• The Davidic Covenant (1 Chronicles 17)—A perpetual royal line from David’s throne. 

• The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31)—Obedience from a new heart in restored Israel. 

THE START OF THE CONSUMMATION: CHRIST’S FIRST COMING 

• God Answered the Question of Passed Over Sins of the Old Testament: “Whom God 

displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously 

committed” (Romans 3:25). 

• God’s Climactic Revelation Marked “These Last Days”: “God, after He spoke long ago to 

the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has 

spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 

the world” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

• Christ’s Death Marked the Consummation of the Ages: “Now once at the consummation 

of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Hebrews 

9:26b). 

• The Consummation of Time is to Bring All Into Conformity to God in Christ: “He made known 

to us the mystery of His will, according to the kind intention which He purposed in Him with 

a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of 

all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth” (Ephesians 1:9-10). 

• Therefore, the “Last Days” of God’s Summing Up Time Were Initiated at Christ’s first coming. 

His Second Coming will bring that summation to completion. 

THE SETTING ASIDE OF ISRAEL—ROMANS 9-11 

• Romans 9—That God chose Israel unconditionally in the past means it has a future. 

• Romans 10—That Israel has rejected the gospel means it is preached freely through the 

whole world while Israel remains in unbelief. 

• Romans 11—Though Israel is not currently God’s means of dispensing blessings to nations, 

It will have a future day of restoration and salvation to full belief in Christ. 

THE AGE OF THE CHURCH—GOD’S MYSTERY REVEALED 

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— if indeed you have 

heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there 

was made known to me the mystery. . . which in other generations was not made known to the 

sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be 

specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers 

of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. . . To me, the very least of all saints, this grace 

was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what 

is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 

so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers 

and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which 



He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord. . . For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from 

whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according 

to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all 

the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations forever and ever” (Ephesians 3, selected verses). 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE? 

INTERMEDIATE STATE 

• Body and Soul are Separated at Death. 

• The Soul is in Conscious Existence in Either Heaven or Hell. 

• The Soul Awaits Reuniting with a Resurrected Body Fitting to the Person’s Eternal State. 

HELL (GREEK: HADES / HEBREW: SHEOL) 

Hell, as traditionally spoken of, is the intermediate state between death and the final judgment of 

the unsaved person. It is the place of disembodied spirits, and the unsaved are under conscious 

judgment and torment. The Greek word Gehenna refers to the final judgment as seen in 

Revelation 20; this is also translated Hell, meaning we must be careful to appropriately interpret 

the different texts using this word. 

“In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom. And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so 

that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this 

flame’” (Luke 16:23-34). 

HEAVEN/PARADISE 

• Called the Third Heaven and Paradise: “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—

whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a 

man was caught up to the third heaven. And I know how such a man—whether in the 

body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— was caught up into Paradise 

and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak” (2 Corinthians 12:2-

4). 

• Immediate Conscious Existence at the Point of Death: “And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to 

you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise’” (Luke 23:43; see also 2 Corinthians 5:6-9 where 

it says that absence from the body is presence with the Lord). 

THE RAPTURE 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you 

will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by 



the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not 

precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with 

these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; see also 1 Corinthians 15:51-58). 

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

The Judgment Seat of Christ is a place of assessment of the believer’s service on earth after the 

rapture. This exposes and burns the missed opportunities and motives so that only our profitable 

service is in view, which God will duly reward in His kindness. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:9-10—"Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, 

to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad.” 

• 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 4:5—"According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a 

wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must 

be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which 

is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will 

show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each 

man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If 

any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 

through fire. . . Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the 

Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the 

motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.” 

THE TRIBULATION—7 YEARS OF JUDGMENT 

THE MAN OF SIN 

“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed 

either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 

come. Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and 

the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above 

every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying 

himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these 

things? And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the 

mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out 

of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His 

mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in 

accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the 

deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth 

so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will 



believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took 

pleasure in wickedness” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) 

THE TRIAL OF ISRAEL 

“Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against the man, My Associate, Declares the LORD 

of hosts. ‘Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; And I will turn My hand against 

the little ones. “It will come about in all the land, Declares the LORD, That two parts in it will be cut 

off and perish; But the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine 

them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer 

them; I will say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, ‘The LORD is my God’” (Zechariah 13:7-9). 

ARMAGEDDON, THE SECOND COMING, AND MILLENNIAL REIGN 

“Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you. 

For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses 

plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be 

cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights 

on a day of battle. In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of 

Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very 

large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward 

the south. You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to 

Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 

Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! In that day there will be no 

light; the luminaries will dwindle. For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither 

day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. And in that day living 

waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward 

the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter. And the LORD will be king over all the 

earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one. All the land will be 

changed into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; but Jerusalem will rise and remain 

on its site from Benjamin’s Gate as far as the place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from 

the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses. People will live in it, and there will no longer be a 

curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security” (Zechariah 14:1-11; see also Revelation 19-20). 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven 

fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is 

the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, 

according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades 

gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to 

their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 

lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire” (Revelation 20:11-15). 

 



THE ETERNAL STATE 

• Conclusion of the Mediatorial Kingdom—"Then comes the end, when He hands over the 

kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and 

power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that 

will be abolished is death” (1 Corinthians 15:24-26). 

• New Heavens, New Earth, and a New Jerusalem—"Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made 

ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 

saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, 

and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be 

any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away’” (Revelation 21:1-4).   



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

 God has a purpose He is working out in time, and it will culminate in a perfect reign of 

righteousness in which God is all in all. In creation, God has worked through man to establish His 

reign on earth through means of human mediation (Psalm 8:6). He has dealt with man in different 

dispensations and ages to reveal man’s heart and His own heart progressively (Hebrew 1:1-2). He 

has also made covenants with man which He is obligated to fulfill (Romans 9:4). These will 

culminate in an ultimate age in which Christ will reign with the Church, in the nation of Israel, and 

over the Gentiles throughout the whole world (Isaiah 2:2-4; Ephesians 1:22-23). After Christ has 

perfected this Kingdom as the perfect Mediator, He will hand over the Kingdom to the Father, and 

God will reign supremely for all eternity (1 Corinthians 15:23-28). 

 The coming of Christ set in motion God’s process of consummating all His purposes for His 

creation (Hebrews 9:26). Israel was promised a Messiah Who would usher in a Kingdom on earth, 

but when Christ came He first addressed the need for a spiritual Kingdom to be established in that 

He wanted to reign in men’s hearts (Matthew 13). Israel rejected their Messiah, and thus God 

blinded the nation and set it aside from its function as the channel of blessing to the nations 

(Romans 11). This made way for the revelation of the mystery, truth God had hidden from the 

creation of the world, the truth of Christ’s Body, the Church (Ephesians 1-3). This group of people, 

made of Jews and Gentiles, was formed on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). It is composed of the 

believers of this age while Israel is in blindness. 

 Part of understanding the doctrine of last things includes the destiny of those who die. All 

who die will be bodily resurrected for the body is separated form the soul at death (Daniel 12:2). 

The unbeliever consciously resides in Hades/Hell (Luke 16:23-24) immediately after death and 

before the final resurrection to judgment (Matthew 10:28). The believer dies and is immediately in 

the presence of Christ in heaven (Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:6-9). The believer awaits the rapture, 

when Christ comes to the air to call believers into His presence with a transformed body (1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58). Whether dead or alive, all believers will be caught 

up in the rapture. After the rapture, the believer’s service is assessed at the Judgment Seat of Christ 

which is a place of reward (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10). 

 After the rapture, the earth will go through the seven-year Tribulation (Daniel 9:24-27), 

marked by a climax of rebellion against God and judgment for Israel and the nations. The purpose 

is to refine Israel that it might turn again to God (Zechariah 13:7-9). This period will be marked by 

the Man of Sin, empowered by Satan to deceive the world and turn them against God (2 

Thessalonians 2). The Tribulation will culminate in the battle of Armageddon, at which Israel will be 

at its lowest point. Before the nations consume Israel, the Lord Jesus will physically return with His 

saints and land His feet on the Mountain of Olives and consume all who were set in rebellion 

against God (Zechariah 14:1-11). This is called the Second Coming (Revelation 19). 

 This will be followed by the initiation of the Millennium, the 1,000 year reign of Christ in His 

manifested Kingdom (Revelation 2:1-10). This age will begin with an initial judgment on Israel and 

the nations (Matthew 25). Once the 1,000 years is finished, the final judgment of creation will occur 

at the Great White Throne (Revelation 20:11-15). After this, God will initiate the eternal state of 

heaven and earth (Revelation 21) with a total re-creation of all things in which He will reign 

supreme (1 Corinthians 15:23-28). 
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