
Page | 1  

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE  

OLD TESTAMENT 
THE CHRISTIAN TEACHING PODCAST (#13) – WWW.CHRISTIANTEACHING.ORG 

SERIES: OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY I (OTS-101) | LECTURE: 1 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AS THE WORD OF GOD 

THE INSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

• 2 Timothy 3:16—"All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness.” In Timothy’s mind, this would have been the Old 

Testament (cf. verse 15). 

• 2 Peter 1:20-21—"But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s 

own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 

moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 

THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

• The Prophetic Era Defined: “For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to them 

prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, so 

that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged 

against this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed 

between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged against this 

generation.’” (Luke 11:49-51). 

o 2 Peter 3:2 speaks of holy prophets as being God’s mouthpieces before Christ. 

o Matthew 5:17 speaks of the Law (given by Moses) and the Prophets as being the 

body of sacred writings held dear by the Jews. 

o The Hebrew Bible ended with 2 Chronicles. So, when the Lord referenced the first 

prophet to be killed (with Abel in Genesis 4) and the last prophet to be killed (with 

Zechariah in 2 Chronicles 24) in Biblical testimony, He was basically affirming 2 

Chronicles as being the end of prophetic revelation. 

• The Threefold Division Affirmed: “Now He said to them, ‘These are My words which I spoke 

to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’” (Luke 24:44). 

o In the mind of the first century Jew, this threefold division would have included 22 

books, which equates to our 39 today. Jesus had no problem assuming the canon 

which the Jews affirmed. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WHOLE BIBLE 

In developing a theme for the entire Bible, it would be reasonable to find what it begins and 

ends with, thus showing both the foundation and culmination of its purpose.  

GENESIS REVELATION 

CREATION OF HEAVENS AND EARTH (1:1) A NEW HEAVENS AND EARTH (21:1) 

A GARDEN WHERE GOD DWELLED (3:8) A CITY WHERE GOD DWELLS (21:3) 

A MAN AND A WOMAN (2:18-25) CHRIST AND HIS BRIDE (21:9) 

THE GLORY OF GOD DISPLAYED THROUGH 

CREATION (1:3-31) 

THE GLORY OF GOD DISPLAYED DIRECTLY 

(21:22-24; 22:5) 

A DEAD SACRIFICE (3:21) A LIVING LAMB (22:5) 

A PLACE OF ABSOLUTE HOLINESS (3:24) A PLACE OF ABSOLUTE HOLINESS (21:27) 

A PLACE OF THE TREE OF LIFE (3:22) A PLACE OF THE TREE OF LIFE (22:1-2) 

These examples, of which many more could be given, show us at least four things which God is 

doing between the Fall and the Eternal State: 

• Revelation: He desires to manifest His glory and have all creation know Him.  

• Redemption: He desires to grant eternal life through the knowledge of Himself in the 

Person of Jesus Christ. This must be accomplished by dealing with the problem of sin and 

offering salvation. 

• Relationship: He desires to be the object of Gentiles’ worship, be the Husband of the 

Israelite race, and display Christ as the Head of the Church. God is bringing people into a 

personal fellowship and knowledge of Himself. 

• Reign: God desires to establish a Kingdom based on the above three points. His Kingdom 

will be infinite in dominion, everlasting in its duration, and righteous in its demands.  

Therefore, the Bible is a progressive unfolding of each of these four themes. 

The Old Testament and the New Testament are specific in their purposes for this progression. 

• The Old Testament anticipates. It sets the scene for God’s full purpose to be revealed. 

Since God had to reveal Himself slowly and thoroughly before giving fuller revelation, the 

Old Testament was written over a span of 1,000 years. 

• The New Testament reveals. It gives clarity to the Old Testament and unveils God’s 

previously hidden purpose in the Church. Since it does not lead up to a fuller body of 

truth, it was written in a short period of time. 
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THE THEOLOGY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Creation—God Over All 

The conviction of a Creator-God is what gave authority to the Law (Exodus 20), distinction to the 

nation of Israel (1 Kings 18), vitality to the worship of Old Testament saints (Psalm 103-104), and 

power to the rebuke of the prophets (Isaiah 40). Throughout the whole Old Testament, God comes 

forth as Creator. Since God is Creator, He has the sole right to judge and to save (Isaiah 45:21). 

Since God created man in his own image, there is a certain wisdom and moral standard to which 

God holds men accountable, such as we see in Proverbs. 

• Genesis 1:1—"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

o Therefore, God is Eternal. 

o Therefore, God is Supreme. 

• Isaiah 40:18—"To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with 

Him?”  

o Therefore, God is Unique. 

o Therefore, God is the One True God. 

Covenant—God Among a Nation 

The covenant nature of God is expressed in His name Yahweh (Exodus 6:2-8; 34:5-8), in His name 

the “God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel” (1 Chronicles 29:18), in saints’ confidence in 

God’s covenant faithfulness (Daniel 9:4), in the oft-repeated Hebrew word hesed which connotes 

covenant-keeping kindness (Psalm 136), and in the assumption of covenant in Israel’s history 

throughout the Old Testament. Part of the covenant is man’s responsibility to God’s special 

revelation. This accounts for specific laws for the people of God. 

• Covenants of Promise – Unconditional, Foundational to Establish Israel’s Uniqueness 

o The Promise of Descendants and a Land: Genesis 17:1-8 

o The Promise of a Davidic Heir to the Throne: 1 Chronicles 17:11-14 

• A Covenant of Law (Exodus 19:1-9) – Conditional, Intermediate to Reveal Israel’s Heart 

• A New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34) – Unconditional, Ultimate to Restore Israel’s Devotion 

Christ/Messiah—God in a Person 

Christ is embedded in the Old Testament through prophecies, types, illustrations, contrasts, and 

believers’ anticipations. He is the ultimate of every king. He is the ultimate of every priest. He is the 

ultimate of every prophet. He is the perfect Israelite, the perfect Servant of Yahweh. He is the 

blessing of Israel and of the nations. He is the Redeemer. Everything is centered on Christ. Luke 

24:27 says that the Lord Jesus could survey the Pentateuch and all the prophets to speak of 

Himself. Luke 2:25 speaks of Simeon’s looking for the “consolation of Israel,” obviously a name for 

the Messiah. This was the attitude of the oft-troubled nation. 

• The Seed of a Woman (Genesis 3:15): Therefore, He would be a Human. 

• The Seed of Abraham (Genesis 22:18): Therefore, He would be a Jew. 

• The Seed of David (1 Chronicles 17:11-14): Therefore, He would be Royalty. 

• The Son of God (Isaiah 9:6): Therefore, He would be Deity. 

• The Servant of Yahweh (Isaiah 52:13-53:12): Therefore, He would be a Saviour. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

• Literal Fulfillment. The prophecy of Israel’s spiritual blindness in Isaiah chapter 6 is used 

multiple times for the judicial blindness of the nation from Isaiah’s day to Christ’s day (Matt. 

13:14-15; Acts 28:26-27; John 12:40; Luke 8:10). That four New Testament authors were 

unanimous in their view of Isaiah 6 should tell us that Old Testament prophecy is not exempt 

from meaningful exegesis in and of itself. The Servant Songs of chapters 42-53 are another 

example.  

• A Timeless Principle. Because God is timeless, His principles are also timeless. This is a 

conviction New Testament writers possessed when looking at God’s ways in the Old 

Testament, and this allowed them to apply phrases with their own contexts to current 

situations. An example is found in Matthew 15:8-9 where the Lord quotes Isaiah 29:13, 

“These people draw near with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” Obviously “these 

people” were those of Isaiah’s day, but the principle could be applied to Christ’s day 

without taking from Isaiah’s particular situation. 

• Adoption of Language to Another Concept. This serves the purpose of illustrating a New 

Testament concept by paralleling it to an Old Testament instance that has a common 

factor. This would bring greater clarity to the Jewish readers of the first century. For 

instance, Isaiah 8:17-18 is clearly the prophet himself speaking, but his words are applied 

to Christ in Hebrews 2:13. This does not turn Isaiah’s words into a prophecy. Nor does this 

quotation allegorize or nullify the authorial intent of that passage. Rather the Hebrew 

author is using language from a genuinely dependent prophet to expand on his theme of 

the genuinely dependent Christ. 

• Expansion on an Old Testament Theme. An example of this is Paul’s treatment of Isaiah 

25:8 – “He will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 

faces. . .” Israel could never have derived the doctrine of 1 Corinthians 15:54 from this 

passage. 1 Corinthians 15 speaks of the rapture, which was concealed in Old Testament 

times, as fulfilling the Isaiah passage. Thus, the New Testament has the ability to take a 

general Old Testament promise and show that it has many legitimate layers of fulfillment. 

This does not deny the significance of the original passage. Rather it upholds the original 

meaning and expands it. This is not either/or, but both/and. 

• Topical Contribution to a New Testament Theme. Some New Testament passages are not 

looking to interpret Old Testament passages at all when quoting them. These simply have 

a topic to develop and use the Old Testament as a contribution to understanding that 

topic. This is similar to how we do topical studies today. For example, Romans 

11:34 quotes Isaiah 40:13simply to support and expand on Paul’s meditations on the 

depths of God’s wisdom. Or when the Lord quotes Isaiah 56:7 as He clears the temple, He 

takes a description of God’s house as a place of prayer and contributes it to his statement, 

“You make it a den of robbers.” The Isaiah passage in itself would not lend to that principle. 

Rather, the Lord had a pre-established point to which the Isaiah passage contributed. 

• General Application. Just as with any good preaching, the New Testament is full of 

applications of Old Testament texts for practical lessons. After all, “Things written aforetime 

were written for our learning” (Romans 15). An example of this is 2 Corinthians 6 using Isaiah 

49:8 to emphasize the theme of “the day of salvation.” Isaiah 49 is actually referring to 

Yahweh’s Servant, the Lord Jesus. Paul is not interpreting the passage, nor is he allegorizing 

it. It is quite simple what Paul does. Paul’s logic is like this: “See how Isaiah speaks of a 
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specific day of salvation as if there is a limit on its duration? [The implication has been 

noticed]. Well, I’m telling you that now is the day of salvation, and you need salvation now 

[application made]. Christ Whom Isaiah spoke of brought about this day of salvation; I’m 

using the “now” part to impress its urgency on you.” 

• Therefore, we conclude that though the Old Testament was not entirely written TO us, it was 

entirely written FOR us when we understand its principles in light of its own context and in 

light of the New Testament as well. 

• Our normative interpretation of the Old Testament is according to its plain meaning; after 

that has been established, then we can look for New Testament truth illustrated in its pages. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AS A DOCUMENT 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, except for the small and rare portions in Aramaic. To 

appreciate the Old Testament, one must understand that Hebrew is a concrete language, 

associating concepts with their observable features or outcomes. Most Hebrew words are formed 

from three letter roots. When those roots are changed by various vowels, grammar is changed as 

well. Since Hebrew is a concrete language, there is much variety In the thought a single word can 

convey in different contexts. Thus, while the language is not as subtle as ancient Greek, it is very 

poetic and thus uses many parallels and contrasts or word-plays to make its point. 

THE TEXT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

• The existence of writing has been validated by various discoveries of cuneiform tablets 

from Abraham’s time as well as pictorial writing of greater antiquity. Alphabetic script 

existed at the time of Moses. 

• The Septuagint is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, often designated by the 

abbreviation LXX, standing for “Seventy” since it was apparently seventy scholars who 

translated it. It was translated approximately in the third century before Christ, under 

Ptolemy II in Alexandria, though there is some debate about exactly when, where, and 

why the Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek. The Septuagint was used a great deal by 

the apostles in the New Testament, hence why some NT renderings of OT passages seem 

different from the direct Hebrew translation. 

• The Old Testament was written on scrolls and was guarded carefully by the Jewish people, 

and they did not allow pagans to handle their Hebrew Scriptures. These scrolls were copied 

by hand and kept up to date since deteriorating scrolls would not be used for synagogue 

services or teaching. Because individuals would not have their own copies of the scrolls, 

public readings were central in the life of ancient Jews. Since Hebrew had no vowels, the 

constant vocalization of the words kept the true wording in their mind. In the middle of the 

first millennium (A.D. 500-1000 approximately), a group of scribes called the Masoretes 

were able to accomplish two things: (1) establish a vowel pointing system for vocalization 

of the Hebrew text, and (2) standardize the form of the Old Testament text. This is called 

the Masoretic Text. The Masoretes applied many tests and counting methods to ensure 

that the manuscripts were copied exactly. In 1946-47, the Dead Sea Scrolls were 

discovered, which are dated before Christ, confirmed the faithfulness of the Masoretic Text 

to the ancient manuscripts and thus the reliability of our Old Testaments. 
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• The Deuterocanonical books, sometimes called the Apocrypha, are books written 

between the time of the Old and New Testaments. They contain the response of Judaism 

under their various struggles, whether it was warfare, oppression, cultural transition, etc. 

These books do not belong with the books accepted to be inspired Scripture. 

THE DIVISIONS AND CONTENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The Hebrew Division 

The Hebrew Bible is called the Tanakh, and it is made of the first sounds of its three divisions: Torah, 

Nevi’im, and Ketuvim. 

1. The Torah (Instructions/Law). Composed of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible: Genesis 

through Deuteronomy. 

2. The Nevi’im (Prophets). Composed of Joshua, Judges, Samuel (I&II), Kings (I&II), Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve (Minor Prophets). 

3. The Ketuvim (Writings). Composed of Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Solomon, 

Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles (I&II). 

The English Division 

The English goes by the name “Old Testament,” implying there is a New Testament, whereas our 

Jewish friends would not think so. Therefore, it is best to call it the Tanakh in their presence. The 

English Old Testament divides into five sections. 

1. The Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy). 

2. The Histories (Joshua-Esther). 

3. The Poetic Books (Job-Song of Solomon). 

4. The Major Prophets (Isaiah-Daniel). 

5. The Minor Prophets (Hosea-Malachi). 

THE WORLD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

THE HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT EAST 

The Fertile Crescent has been called “the Birthplace of Civilization.” It spanned from Babylon 

through Canaan into Egypt. The fertile soil was due to the great rivers and bodies of water in the 

area, namely, the Euphrates River, the Tigris River, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Nile. This made 

it an obvious place for agriculture. Due to the prosperity of the agriculture and commerce, city 

centers began to develop in light of the wealth of resources possessed by these communities. 

These factors made the Fertile Crescent the birthplace of many great empires and also the center 

of many great conflicts. Thus, the Old Testament is set in the height of Eastern civilization and much 

rooted in history with its mentions of all the great empires of the ancient East. 

Below will be the ten main empires or people groups that set up our understanding of Old 

Testament history from a background perspective. 

1. Babel: Starts in Genesis 11 under Nimrod. Is the place where God divided the world into 

language groups. Thus, Babel (later Babylon) is the historical beginning of civilization after 

the flood. 



Page | 7  

 

2. Mesopotamia: The land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The Sumerian people 

advanced agriculture and commerce, as well as writing and science. Seems to have had 

roots in monotheism but grew into polytheism. The Sumerians thrived until the Akkadians 

and later the Amorites rose to power and established ancient Babylonia. They developed 

an ancient law code, for which they are well known. By Abraham’s time, this region was 

well developed and civilized yet base in their religion. 

3. Egypt: The Egyptian empire flourished from Abraham’s time to Moses’ time. The Egyptians 

were highly intelligent and cultured, yet their religion was polytheistic. It was here that the 

Hebrew people grew and were defined. It was after escaping from Egyptian slavery that 

the people of Israel actually formed into a nation. 

4. Canaanite Tribes: Though Canaan did not have an empire as such, it did possess many 

tribes with their own local gods and kings, which proved to be a stumbling block as the 

nation of Israel settled in Canaan, which was God’s promised land to them. 

5. Israel: Israel reached its height of dominance under the reign of Solomon in the tenth 

century before Christ, and it was recognized by the entire ancient East as a formidable 

force, a place of riches and stability. The boundaries of Israel extended from the Euphrates 

in the North to the Gulf of Aqaba in the South. 

6. Assyria: Assyria had the dominance of the Fertile Cresent from the ninth century to the 

seventh century. It is the nation responsible for Israel’s first deportment in the Captivity. 

7. Babylon: Babylon flourished in the sixth century B.C. and destroyed the Jewish temple 

under Nebuchadnezzar in 586. 

8. Persia: The Persian empire overthrew Babylon and reigned from the sixth century B.C. to 

the fourth century. It is the key to understanding the transition from the time of the Old 

Testament to the time after Malachi. 

9. Greece: After Alexander the Great dominated the eastern world, he established an 

empire that Hellenized everywhere it spanned. Thus, Greek culture spread throughout the 

whole Mediterranean world and never lost its influence, even after the Roman empire 

arose. The political empire reached its height in the fourth century until the second century 

before Christ. The dominance of the Greek culture and language opened the door for 

universal gospel outreach by the time of the New Testament. 

10. Rome: As the successors of Alexander’s empire were weakened, Rome grew in political 

dominance and held the rule in Israel from the second century before Christ until well after 

His time. The Roman empire gave, not a language for the gospel, but ease of travel for the 

gospel because of its political unity and its road system. 

THE HISTORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (ALL DATES ARE APPROXIMATE AND IN B.C.) 

1. Creation (approximately 4,000): God establishes Himself as supreme and sufficient. 

2. Fall (approximately 4,000): Man rebels, human race falls, redemption predicted. 

3. Development and Redevelopment of Civilization (4,000 – 2,000): Cain builds the first city. 

First world-wide civilization destroyed by the Flood, second civilization developed and 

dispersed at Babel. Man proven to be naturally evil and self-destructive. 

4. Abraham and the Patriarchs (2,000 – 1,800): Hebrew race formed based on covenant. 

5. Egyptian Slavery and Exodus (1,800 – 1,400): Israelite nation given identity and a Law 

6. Pre-Monarchy Era in the land (1,400-1,100): Rule by judges. Repeated decline and revival. 

7. United Monarchy (1,000-900): Saul, David, Solomon. Nation reaches peak of existence. 
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8. Divided Monarchy (900-600): North and South split. North=all evil kings. South=some good. 

9. Captivity (700-500): North taken by Assyria 8th c. South taken by Babylon 6th c.  

10. Return (500-400): First under Zerubbabel, then Ezra, then Nehemiah. Beginning foundations 

of Judaism as it will develop into the New Testament. 

GOALS AND METHOD OF AN OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY 

RESOURCES 

• Halley’s Bible Handbook by Henry H. Halley, published by Zondervan. 

• Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter, published by Zondervan. 

• Bible History: Old Testament by Alfred Edersheim, published by Hendrickson. 

• Notes on the Pentateuch by C. H. Mackintosh, published by various, available free online. 

• The Unfolding Drama of Redemption by W. Graham Scroggie, published by Kregel. 

• Scott’s Bible Handbook by Walter Scott, published by Bible Truth Publishers. 

GOALS 

• To fulfill 2 Timothy 3:16-17 with the ultimate goal of proper Christianity. 

o Doctrine—teaches us what to believe. 

o Reproof—exposes what we believe in error. 

o Correction—aligns our behaviour to a proper standard. 

o Disciplined Training in Righteousness—equips us to move forward in righteousness. 

• To observe the development of progressive revelation (Hebrews 1:1) 

• To observe the development of Messianic themes (Luke 24:44) 

• To expand on types, foreshadows, and illustrations of New Testament teaching found in 

the Old Testament (Hebrews 10:1) 

• To understand the authorial intent and the audience understanding (Acts 28:25-28) 

• To grasp an understanding of the themes, outline, and flow of each Old Testament book 

in the context of a big picture (2 Timothy 2:15). 

METHODOLOGY 

• We will not survey the Old Testament chronologically, but we will rather study it book-by-

book. Thus, we will appreciate each book as a unit, giving us the adequacy to handle it. 

• In order to grasp each book of the Old Testament, we will aim for a memorable outline of 

the book as we develop its flow of thought. 

• On the basis of the outline, we will subdivide the text into teachable sections, sections with 

one main theme in which we can do the following in this order: 

1. The Text We Observe 

2. The Doctrine We Encounter 

3. The Issues We Address 

4. The Lessons We Learn 
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