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5 PRINCIPLES OF RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

REALIZING THAT ALL KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS A PRIVILEGE 

• God is invisible and self-sufficient. Man has no natural way of knowing God beyond 

creation, nor is God obligated to communicate His nature to man beyond creation. 

• Therefore, everything we learn of God is a privilege granted by sovereign grace 

(Matthew 11:27). 

• Of all studies, the Bible gives us the most reason for humility. 

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

• God has given us the authoritative Interpreter of His Word to us as a permanent 

Residence (1 John 2:27).  

• Therefore, the interpretation of a text belongs, not to man, but to God. 

• Apart from the Holy Spirit’s illumination of Scripture texts, we will not be able to handle 

the divine truth properly (1 Corinthians 2:10). 

• The process of Bible study is entirely spiritual from beginning to end (1 Corinthians 2:12-13). 

THINKING BASED ON GOD’S WISDOM 

• God’s wisdom is embodied in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30 / Colossians 2:3). 

• God’s wisdom belongs to God and is nothing like man’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:25). 

• God cannot be known by man’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:21). 

• God’s wisdom is exclusive to those who possess the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). 

• Because of these things, God’s wisdom is ours for the taking (1 Corinthians 2:12). 

DEVELOPING THE PROPER HEART 

• If the Spirit of God teaches us, we must not grieve Him by sin (Ephesians 4:30). 

• God is looking for a person who trembles at His Word (Isaiah 66:2). 

• God is looking for a person who delights in His Word (Psalm 1:2). 

KNOWING THE NEED FOR PROPER HABITS 

• The centrality of both mornings and evenings (Psalm 119:147-148) 

• The necessity of a daily habit in studying Scripture (Acts 17:11) 

• The necessity of consistency in both learning and obeying doctrine (Acts 2:42) 
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10 WAYS TO INTERACT WITH THE BIBLE 

(Parentheses are biblical examples, not necessarily the full pattern of how to do such a study). 

REGULAR READING (1 TIMOTHY 4:13) 

• DEFINITION: Bulk reading of Bible passages. 

• GOAL: To familiarize yourself with the content and flow of Scripture as well as provide a 

consistent channel for God to deal with your heart. 

• METHOD: Can be done through a typical one-year reading plan (averaging 3 or 4 

chapters a day) or through various bulk reading systems (1 hour/day or 10 chapters/day). 

PERSONAL MEDITATION (PSALM 1:2) 

• DEFINITION: Working through and mulling over a small section of Scripture. 

• GOAL: To mine the wealth of richness in the passage, looking at it from every angle. The 

goal is not only to understand the passage but to thoroughly ingrain it into our hearts. 

• METHOD: Can be deliberate time set aside. Can be in the normal activities of the day, 

such as work or before sleeping. It is a very custom and unregimented thing. 

LEARNING BY BEING TAUGHT (1 TIMOTHY 4:11-16 / 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-15) 

• DEFINITION: Growing in understanding, not through personal study, but from the fruit of 

the study of others. 

• GOAL: To give a more concrete understanding of what we already know or to establish 

a framework for a more unfamiliar topic, as well as to collectively uphold truth. 

• METHOD: Primarily in the assembly, also in the home. 

PASSAGE STUDY (DANIEL 9:2-3 / 1 PETER 1:10-11) 

• DEFINITION: A primary study method. It is the study of a unit of text, large enough to 

prove a point but small enough to comprehend.  

• GOAL: To understand the objective meaning of the text and also the moral weight of its 

impact on my life. 

• METHOD: See “How to Study a Bible Text: 7 Keys” 

TOPIC STUDY (ACTS 17:11 / ROMANS 10)  

• DEFINITION: A primary method of study. Includes primarily the study of a Bible doctrine, 

but also any topic of interest to the reader. 

• GOAL: To understand “the faith,” the body of truth revealed throughout the whole of 

Scripture. 

• METHOD: See “How to Study a Bible Topic” 

BOOK, GENRE (PASSAGE TYPE), OR AUTHOR STUDY (REVELATION 1:3 / 2 PETER 3:15-18) 

• DEFINITION: Studying a book as a unit of teaching, an author in terms of the themes he 

develops, or a genre in terms of its general emphases. Studying a book as a whole 

should be the main concern of a Bible student before genre or author studies. 



• GOAL: For book study, to determine the purpose and teaching of the book in a workable 

framework. For a genre or author study, to find primary and/or unique themes developed 

and to understand the burden of an author or the flow of a genre. 

• METHOD: For book study, one must create an outline of the book and establish the 

purpose and flow of the writing. For genre or author study, one must do bulk reading to 

establish main themes that recur, then compare them to other genres or authors. 

WORD STUDY (HEBREWS 8:13) 

• DEFINITION: The study of the range or nuance of meaning of a Hebrew or Greek word 

underlying an English word in the text, as well as its range of use in the Biblical text. 

• GOAL: To better understand the concept behind a translation of a word, to understand 

the theme as developed in Scripture, and to access the original language of Scripture. 

This preserves us from being bound to English concepts  and translations only. 

• METHOD: One must determine what Greek/Hebrew word underlies the English translation 

and then consult a Greek/Hebrew dictionary and concordance to see how the word is 

translated and used in other texts. 

CHARACTER STUDY (ROMANS 4) 

• DEFINITION: The study of an individual’s life as developed in Scripture. 

• GOAL: To find lessons for practical life or illustrations of Bible truth in one’s life. 

• METHOD: Compile all relevant texts, categorize them chronologically or thematically, 

and exhaust the historical as well as practical information on the person’s life. 

DEVOTIONAL STUDY (HEBREWS 12:1-3 / ROMANS 15:3-4) 

• DEFINITION: A customized study focusing on Christ’s Person and work aimed at the heart. 

• GOAL: To grow in appreciation for the Lord Jesus in his manifold presentations in 

Scripture. 

• METHOD: There is no set method for enjoying Christ in Scripture, except to be reasonable. 

For instance, one can study the 4 presentations of Christ in the gospels, the 8 times Christ 

is “in the midst,” the 7 cries from the cross, etc. 

ILLUSTRATIVE AND TYPOLOGICAL STUDIES (1 CORINTHIANS 10:6 / HEBREWS 9) 

• DEFINITION: Studying illustrations or foreshadows of New Testament truth in the Old 

Testament. 

• GOAL: To clarify our understanding of the New Testament concept as well as appreciate 

the Old Testament anticipation of it. 

• METHOD: Start with the explicit New Testament description of a certain reality, and find 

pictures of it in the Old Testament. Most true types are already defined in the New 

Testament, such as the Lamb of God (John 1:29), the Bread from heaven (John 6), Christ 

our Passover (1 Corinthians 5), etc. These studies require much carefulness, precision, and 

meditation.  

 



HOW TO STUDY A BIBLE TEXT: 7 KEYS 

Please note, these steps may have to be adjusted depending on the type of passage you are 

handling. Neither are these set rules as much as helpful tools to equip you for proper study. 

CONTEXTUALIZATION –  UNDERSTAND THE SETTING OF THE TEXT 

• Find out what led up to the text in the overall flow of the book. 

• Find out what flows from the text in the next main sections of the book. 

• Gain a basic understanding of the person and/or place mentioned in the book. 

TRANSLATION –  UNDERSTAND WHAT THE TEXT SAYS 

• Get acquainted with the actual wording of the text.  

o Compare literal translations first (NKJV, NASB, ESV, Darby, and RSV are examples). 

o Then reference a more dynamic translation to see if there are idioms in the text 

(NIV, Amplified, NET, and CSB are examples). 

• Always study based on a formal (literal) translation, such as the ESV or NASB. Since God 

was deliberate to inspire the smallest particles of words (Matt. 5:18), we should be 

accurate in handling even the tenses and nuances of the text. 

OBSERVATION –  FIND WHAT THE TEXT CONTAINS 

• Observe a single theme. 

• Observe sub-themes and repeated words or phrases. 

• Observe basic facts about the text. 

ORGANIZATION  – DETERMINE HOW THE TEXT FLOWS 

• Divide the text into sections that express a complete thought. 

• Observe how those sections flow and relate to each other. 

• Observe how phrases and clauses relate to each other. 

• Create a workable outline. 

INTERPRETATION –  UNDERSTAND WHAT THE TEXT MEANS 

• Always keep in mind the meaning to the original audience and the authorial intent of 

the passage. Take statements at face value, keeping in mind metaphors and other 

legitimate literary devices. 

• Write down questions about the text, and answer them. 

• Be acquainted with both the big picture of the text as well as the details in the text. 

o Paragraphs: be able to understand the point. 

o Sentences: be able to see their flow. 

o Phrases: be able to connect them. 

o Words: be able to define them. 

• Most texts will be clear. Most texts should be taken at face value. 

 



CORRELATION –  SEE HOW THE TEXT COMPARES WITH OTHER TEXTS 

• Find parallel passages if they exist using a cross-reference tool like the Treasury of 

Scripture Knowledge or with a concordance by searching key words. 

• See if another passage gives clarity to the passage of study. Scripture is its own 

interpreter. 

• When it comes to Bible commentaries, it is often good to compare our findings and 

interpretations with that of others. However, commentaries should not be our primary tool 

in study. They should complement our study after we try to understand a passage with 

the help of God. Only the best commentaries should be used. 

APPLICATION  – ASK HOW THE PASSAGE LEGITIMATELY APPLIES TODAY 

• Always apply after the original meaning is understood. 

• Apply directly, if the passage presents a general principle for all believers (this is normal). 

• Apply indirectly if the passage has a special purpose for its original audience; when this is 

the case, find general principles underlying the text and apply them as such. 

• Remember, not all Scripture was written to us, but all Scripture was written for us. 

HOW TO STUDY A BIBLE TOPIC 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

• Because topics can often be broad, one of two methods must be taken. 

o Either the Bible student must allot a great amount of time in going through all of 

Scripture to trace the topic at hand, 

o Or he can use basic Bible reference tools like dictionaries and topical Bibles to 

help him create the framework.  

o There is nothing wrong with getting help to create a framework, as long as the 

substance of the study is your own. 

• Remember that there is no set method for studying topics. You will largely learn by testing 

your own learning methods. The key is to be organized, thorough, and reasonable. 

• Remember that you can study topics indirectly by book and passage study, which 

should be your primary method of study. When we study passages, we will find our 

understanding of topics growing as well as we see them developed in Scripture. God has 

organized His Word the way He has for a reason, and we should respect that. 

DEFINE THE SCOPE AND ARRANGE PASSAGES 

• Pick a topic, something that is a broad theme in Scripture preferably.  

• Define key words involved with the help of an expository dictionary (like Vine’s or 

Mounce’s) and concordance. 

• Learn to limit yourself. Find out what topics are associated with the topic at hand, but be 

disciplined not to be sidetracked.  

• Search key words, and determine relevant passages. 

o Have a “Top Passages” to include passages that will make up your primary study. 

o Categorize other verses and statements for later reference.  



INTERPRET THE PASSAGES 

• With Top Passages, spend time interpreting how they develop the theme at hand. 

• With other verses and statements, write a short description of how it contributes to the 

overall topic. 

• Make a categorical lists of all facts proposed in these texts.  

• Never forget to consider the particular emphasis of each text before putting it into your 

outline of study. There is a danger of having a “proof-text” that is taken out of its 

appropriate context. 

• As you progress in your understanding of these passages, look for Biblical illustrations of 

how these ideas are worked out. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

• Try to organize your findings into a manageable whole, having established the main 

point and main sub-points. 

• Try to organize your findings according to their logical relationship with each other, 

noting cause and effect, nuances between passages, etc. 

• Goals of a Successful Topic Study 

o Have a complete definition of the topic. 

o Understand the purpose and development of the topic in Scripture. 

o Be able to teach the topic to someone else on the spot, knowing what primary 

passages to bring them to in order to teach them. 

o Be able to assess contrary views in light of a broad Biblical framework. 

o Be affected in mind, heart, and body—knowledge, worship, and service. 

o Be able to uphold truth in the local assembly collectively. 

GETTING A HOLD OF THE BEST RESOURCES AND TOOLS 

PRINCIPLES FOR FINDING TEACHING RESOURCES 

• Don’t think more resources equals greater knowledge (Eccl. 12:11-14). Keep yourself 

limited to a few primary reference tools and commentaries that show great quality. 

• Only surround yourself with the best teachers and resources (2 Tim. 2:14-18 / Prov. 23:23). 

• Make your primary resources the local assembly and personal study (1 Timothy 4:11-16). 

KINDS OF TEACHING RESOURCES (RECOMMENDED RESOURCES IN PARENTHESES) 

• Concordances: List all Bible words by reference. (Best to use digital resources; otherwise, 

physical copies are available, such as Strong’s or Young’s or Cruden’s.) 

• Commentaries: Help interpret a passage. (Believer’s Bible Commentary, the Bible 

Exposition Commentary, and What the Bible Teaches series) 

• Dictionaries: Help define words and frame their scope. (Vine’s or Mounce’s) 

• Study Bibles: Have commentary notes in the Bible itself. (MacArthur Study Bible) 

• Topical Bibles: Arrange Bible verses according to their topic. (Nave’s or Torrey’s) 

• Bible Doctrine Books: Present the fundamentals of the faith beginning to end by topic. 

(Major Bible Themes, A Survey of Bible Doctrine, The Great Doctrines of the Bible) 

• Bible Software and Websites: Combine multiple resources. (eSword and BibleHub) 
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