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INTRODUCTION 

• One must not underestimate the importance of viewing a topic from “50,000 feet.” 

Creating a broad framework preserves us from forgetting the smaller details because of 

not knowing where they fit. 

WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 

THE AUTHORSHIP 

• God: the one actually speaking. 

• Men: the ones whom God spoke through: 40+ writers over a period of 1,600 years.  

• Purpose: God’s revelation of His Being as well as His purpose with mankind. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

• Written to and passed down by Israel. 

• Purposed for recording the history of God’s chosen people, Israel, thereby exposing the 

need for an ultimate Saviour, Jesus the Messiah. 

• Divided into three sections according to Hebrew divisions: 

o The Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy) 

o The Prophets (Joshua, Judges, 1 Samuel-2 Kings, Isaiah-Ezekiel, Hosea-Malachi) 

o The Writings (Ruth, 1 Chronicles-Song of Solomon, Daniel) 

• Divided into five sections in English Bibles: 

o The Penteteuch (Genesis-Deuteronomy) – Establishes the foundation for the 

nation of Israel, their primitive history and God-given Law. 

o The Historical Books (Joshua-Esther) – Records the history of the nation in the land 

of Canaan up to their days of exile. 

o The Poetic Books (Job-Song of Solomon) – Contains sentiments of Israelite worship. 

o The Major Prophets (Isaiah-Daniel) – Largest prophetic books, which both assess 

Israel’s then-present condition and predict God’s dealings with Israel and the 

nation. 

o The Minor Prophets (Hosea-Malachi) – Smaller prophetic books with the same 

scope as the larger prophetic books. 

 



THE NEW TESTAMENT 

• Written after Christ to explain how He fulfills everything written in the Old Testament. 

• Divided into four sections: 

o History: Gospels and Acts – Gives us the life of Christ and the development of the 

early Church. 

o Paul’s Epistles: Romans-Philemon – Contains the truth that God revealed through 

Paul the apostle to specific assemblies or people. 

o General Epistles: Hebrews-Jude – Contains truth written to a broader audience b 

various authors. 

o Prophecy: Revelation – Shows how God will sum up His purposes with mankind. 

HOW SHOULD WE VIEW THE BIBLE? 

1. The Bible is Inspired: God has reveled Himself by words (2 Peter 1:20-21). 

2. The Bible is Authoritative: It is the final word on what we are to believe and do (Isaiah 66:2 

|Psalm 119:91|Ecclesiastes 8:4). 

3. The Bible is Inerrant: it is without error in all its propositions (Psalm 12:6: 33:4). 

4. The Bible is Infallible: it is incapable of failing or leading one astray (Psalm 19:7-11|John 

10:35). 

5. The Bible is Sufficient: it lacks in no way to make the Christian complete in both belief and 

in duty (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

IS THE BIBLE TRUE? 

INTERNAL EVIDENCE 

• Fulfilled Prophecy 

o World events in Daniel 

o The birth, life, and death of Christ 

• Internal Consistency in both themes and claims (no contradictions) 

• Intrinsic Authority 

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 

• Its distinction from other ancient writings in themes and intelligence 

• Its full accuracy 

o Historically 

o Archaeologically 

o Scientifically 

• Its attestation throughout history 

o No ancient document has as many manuscripts (5,800+ in Greek alone) written 

so close to the date of the original (written within decades in some cases). 

o No ancient document has impacted the world like the Bible. 

• Its impact on lives that have been changed from the inside out 

 



 

WHAT IS THE BIBLE ABOUT? 

THE THEMES OF THE BIBLE 

1. The Self-sufficient God Who created all things and His purpose for what He created 

2. God’s greatness, glory, and grace contrasted with man’s weakness and depravity. 

3. God’s provision of salvation by grace on the basis of faith, made available by His Son 

Jesus Christ by His work of satisfying God’s wrath on the cross. 

THE PEOPLE GROUPS OF THE BIBLE 

1. Gentiles – First 2,000 years of human history. Linked with God through Creation. 

2. Jews – Second 2,000 years of human history. Linked with God through Covenant. 

3. The Church of God – Third 2,000 years of human history. Linked with God through Christ. 

THE TIME PERIODS OF THE BIBLE 

1. Pre-Fall: Adam and Eve in innocence. 

2. Pre-Flood: man governed by his conscience. 

3. Post-Flood: man under a system of government. 

4. Promise: God deals with the fathers of Israel based on His covenant of promise. 

5. Law: God deals with the nation of Israel with a codified law system. 

6. Grace: God deals with mankind on the basis of grace, offering the free gospel to the 

ends of the world through Christianity. 

7. Kingdom: Christ reigns over Israel and the nations for 1,000 years. 

10 MAIN EVENTS OF THE BIBLE 

1. Creation – God creates everything that exists, revealing basic truth about His power and 

purpose. 

2. Fall – Adam and Eve violate God’s one command, thus bringing sin into the world, 

plunging the entire human race into the curse of sin and death. 

3. Flood – The world reaches such a depraved state that God destroys it by a flood, starting 

over with Noah and his family. 

4. Babel – Man organizes himself into a religious society against God’s command to fill the 

earth. Thus, God divides the languages, creating distinct people groups, forcing the 

community to split. This is the beginning of nations as we know them today. 

5. Abraham – God calls out Abraham to be the father of a nation through which the whole 

world would be blessed. This is the nation of Israel. 

6. Law – God brings Abraham’s descendants out of slavery in Egypt and gives them a 

complete Law to organize them into a distinct people group designated for the worship 

of God. Israel’s history in the land of Canaan shows their inability to keep this Law. 

7. Christ – God reveals Himself in His Son. The Son of God takes on human flesh for the 

ultimate purpose of dying for the sins of the world. 

8. Church – God forms a heavenly people united and linked with the risen Christ and thus 

temporarily sets aside Israel as God’s channel of blessing to the nations. 



9. Second Coming – Christ returns to earth to redeem and restore Israel as a nation, subdue 

all nations of the earth, and initiate a thousand-year reign of perfect righteousness and 

peace with His Church reigning with Him. 

10. Great White Throne – Christ consummates time by judging all wickedness, thus purging all 

sin from His presence, making way for an entirely New Heaven and New Earth in which 

dwells righteousness. 

WHAT ARE THE PRACTICAL EFFECTS OF THE BIBLE? 

• According to Psalm 19 

o It deals with the soul. 

o It brings wisdom. 

o It brings joy. 

o It brings light. 

o It establishes an eternal foundation. 

o It gives a standard of righteousness. 

o It adds real value to the soul. 

• Deuteronomy 8:3 – “Man shall not live by bread only, but by everything that proceeds 

out of God’s mouth.” 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE 

Key Passages: Psalm 19 | 2 Peter 1 | 2 Timothy 3 | Psalm 119 

 The Bible is composed of 66 books, written by over 40 authors, over a period of over 1,500 

years. It is divided into the Old Testament and the New Testament, the Old Testament being 

God's progressive revelation of Himself leading up to Christ (John 5:39 / Hebrews 1:1-2), the New 

Testament being God's explicit record of His Son, Jesus Christ (1 John 1:1-3 / Ephesians 2:20).  

 Scripture describes itself as being inspired, that is, it is “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). It 

all of its words and concepts, its origin is directly from God; thus it is called “the Word of God” 

(John 10:35). God moved through men to write Scripture, though it did not originate with man's 

ideas (2 Peter 1:21). Thus, it is wholly of God, but it is not stripped of its human sentiments.  

 God's purpose in the Bible is to reveal Himself and His purpose in His creation, especially 

His work of salvation through His Son. While in God's creation we can see His eternal power and 

deity (Romans 1:20), we see the full range God's personal attributes and our obligation to them 

in Scripture (see Psalm 19).  

 Since the Bible is fully God-breathed and since God cannot lie, it has to be inerrant, that 

is, not able to err (Proverbs 30:5 / Psalm 12:6). This gives it more reliability than even eyewitness 

testimony (2 Peter 1:19). Because God possesses all authority, it is also infallible, that is, it cannot 

fail as to its purpose and power (John 10:35 / Luke 16:17). Scripture holds immunity from all error, 

illegitimacy, or failure.  

 God has given such a profound book to stand as an objective authority and guide over 

the affairs of men, especially His people (Matthew 22:29). In 2 Timothy 3:16-17 we read, “All 

Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for 



training/instruction in righteousness: so that the man of God may be complete, fully 

equipped/fitted for every good work.” This sets the Bible forth as being sufficient for the believer, 

both for what he believes and how he lives. 

 The promises are great to those who embrace this book. God has invested divine power 

in the Scriptures: power to give new life (1 Peter 1:23), power to crush lies (Jeremiah 23:29), 

power to pierce hearts (Hebrews 4:12), power to bless the believer with stability (Psalm 1:1-3), 

power to restore a soul (Psalm 19:7), and power to lead (Psalm 119:1-5). This book will forever 

endure as a solid foundation, for “the grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of our 

God will stand forever.” (Isaiah 40:8). 

 Our obligation to the Scriptures is at least threefold. First, we are to tremble at them, for 

that is a sign we recognize their authority (Isaiah 66:2). Second, we are to meditate on them day 

and night because of our delight in them (Psalm 1:2). As we meditate, the Spirit of God will 

illuminate our minds to the truth of Scripture (1 John 2:27). Third, we are to live the truth of 

Scripture in purity and faithfulness (Psalm 119:11). Learn to love God's Book, “because it is your 

life” (Deuteronomy 32:47). “Man shall not life by bread alone but by every word which proceeds 

from the mouth of God.” (Deuteronomy 8:3). 
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